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A SERMON, delivered at the North Presbyterian Church in Hartford, 
on the evening of May 16th, 1815 ; by appointment of the T'rustces 
of the Missionary Society of Connecticut.—By the Rev. Ase. M‘Ewen, 
Pastor of the Presbyterian Church in New-London. 


Romans x. 15. 


—— “ How shall they preach except they be sent ?’—— 


Sr. PAUL had expressed the sentiment of his heart concerning the 
salvation of his countrymen. He kmew their condition; he knew 
their danger. Incorporated, as a nation, with the Roman Empire, 
they were fixing their residence among Gentiles: still they retained 
their religious prejudices and habits. Dispersed among pagans, they 
preserved a zeal for God ; but unhappily, not according to knowledge. 
While God’s authority and mercy were proclaimed in the gospel, to 
which many Gentiles turned their ear ; these Jews, being ignorant of 
God’s righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteous- 
ness, did not submit themselves to the righteousness of God. Christ 
the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth, they 
did not acknowledge. ‘The apostle was extremely anxious that the 
new and living way of access to the Father should be more clearly 
and extensively explained to his apostate kindred. He knew, and he 
earnestly desired that they might know what were the terms ; what 
was the language of salvation. While they heard Moses describe the 
righteousness which was of the law ; “‘ that the man which doth these 
things shall live by them ;” it had now become indispensable that they 
should hear the righteousness of faith, saying, “ if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved.” Should the 
blood of Christ and the power of God reveal such easy terms of salva- 
tion ; should the apostle administer them to listening pagans ; and, 
atter all, should his brethren, according to the flesh, ‘* perish for lack 
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uf vision?” Trémbling for their safety he would remove c¥ery em. 
harrassment from their restoration to the complacency of God ; and 
wrould adopt and urge an expedient which would reach their cage. 
‘Lheir own Scriptures had said concerning Christ, ** whosoever be- 
iieveth on him shall not be ashamed.” ‘The conclusion. theretore. 
was, “‘ there is no difference between the Jew and the Greck: for 
the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him ; for whoso- 
ever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” — As things 
were, however, would the Jews be saved? ‘* How then,” said st, 
Paul, “shall they call on him, in whom they have not believed ? And 
how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard ? And 
how shall they hear without a preacher ? And how shall they preach 
except they be sent?” Evangelists must be sent unto all the lost 
sheep of the house of Israc] ; that looking back from their dispersions 
they might unite in the prophetic song of Isaiah, ** How beaatifu! 
:pon the mountains, are the fect of him that bringeth good tidings, that 
publisheth peace, that bringeth good tidings of “good. i” They could 
ot Cait upon the name of the Lord in the exercise of that faith which 
is unto righteousness, unless they had speculative belief in Christ. 
How important, then, that they should hear all that could be heard ; 
that they should know all that could be known of him ; so that every 
argument calculated to sway their understanding, and every motive 
to move their heart to an acceptance of the record whieh God had given 
of liis Son, might become an instrument of their salvation. To give 
them the means of knowledge was a practicable subject. How should 
they hear without a peacher ? And how should they preach, except 
they were sent ? Most obviously ; the first step to be taken was to 
send forth preachers of the gospel. 

The salvation of men has not, by the lapse of eighteen hundred 
years, been converted into a subject of dry speculation. To every 
servant of Jesus Christ upon earth, it still presents itself, an object su- 
premely interesting—a duty in the highest sense practical. If men 
ure to be saved, preachers of the gospel must be sent among them. 

i, ‘The preaching of the gospel is, ordinarily, necessary to the 
salvation of men. 

il. Men must be sent by proper authority to preach it. 

Ii. To the authority, the pecuniary means of sending them must 
be added. 

[. ‘The preaching of the gospel is, ordinarily, necessary to the salva- 
tion of men. 

in this assertion, no allusion ismade te any philosophical connec- 
tion between the preaching of the gospel, and the salvation of men. 
No description is given of one thing as 2 natural cause ; and of anoth- 
er as a cure effect. ‘The connection traced between preaching and 
salvation, has not the a a cotainty which binds an effect to 
“cause. Preaching may be enjoyed ; and salvation, in a particular 
instance, may fail to fo ee: : or, salvation may be sent to a soul to 
whom no public ministration of the papel ismade. Rather than cause 
and efiect ; means and an end are the present obiecis of contempts 
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In the kingdom of nature, the great Creator haih ordered things 
according to fixed laws ; so that the philosopher, having distinguish rec 
agents by their peculiarities ; and having seen them uniformiy “follow- 
ed by specific consequences ; classifies those things which “act, and 
those which are produced, under the names, causes and effects. Facis 
already witnessed assure him, that wherevét he sces a cause, an ap- 
propriate effect will foilew. ‘So fixed are these iaws of nature, that 
when an appropriate effect does not follow a weill-désignated cause, a 
miracle is acknowledged to occur., So certain is the connection be- 
fivecn Cause and effect, that if it be in any instance interrupted, it is 
confessed ‘that “thé’simié ‘almighty Power, which prescribed, to jiself 
modes of operation, interposes, according to eternal design, and diverts 
the progress ‘of material things, from the course of ordinary regulations. 

But when we turn to the moral kingdom of Jehovah ; and especially 
to that province of it which he governs on principles of grace ; we sec 
more interventions of sove ereign power. Between some of the cutward 

neans of grace, and the ends accomplished by them, less of uniformity 
in the modes of divine opera tion is visible. 

Between salvation and the condiéions of it, God hath made the con- 
nection more certain and indubitable than that between natural cause 
and effect. That salvation will follow faith, or repentance, or prayer, 
or any holy act of man, is more certain and indubitabie than that death 
will tollow suffucation. God’s declaration assures us of the connection 
between faith and salvation ; observation teaches us that suffocation 
produces death. God hath said that whosoever believeth shall be 
saved: therefore, unless the truth of God fail ; not even a miracle can 
occur to interrupt the connection between faith and salvation. But 
neither divine declaration, nor human observation affords a pledge. 
that the connection between any natural cause and its appropriate eflect 
shall not be interrupted by miraculous power. ‘The grace of God 
vouchsafed to man in his sanctification, is the cause of his personal 
holiness. It sccures to him the righteousness of faith, and the com- 
placency of God. To prevent him who is born of God, from over- 
coming the world, or from entering the kingdom of heaven, i is beyond 
the scope, even of 2 miracle. Neither “ things present, nor things 
to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other creature shall be able to 
senarate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”’ 

While we perceive that God bath fixed the laws of his grace in the 
hae salvation on higher and firmer ground, than he hath even the 
law of nature between cause and effect, which the philosopher with 
pride discovers, and on which he relics for many of his calculations 

ond conclusions ; we must confess that the connection between salva- 
tion, as an end to be attained through sanctification by tke grace of 
God, and some of the outward and more remote means of his opera- 
tion is less fixed and uniform. ‘The same volume of sacred truth ; the 
same institutions of religion, and attendance upon them which is osten-, 
sibly similar, are followed in one instance by salvation, in another by 
continued impenitence and unbelief, and eventual destruction. He 
who knows the end from the beginning, knows the event which is to 
follow an observance of relizicus rites, in every particular instance 
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But in the decisions of his electing eve, no man hath been his coun- 
sellor. It is impossible for us, to whom the knowledge and designs 
of God relative to the welfare of individual souls are unrevealed, to 
decide, in any given cause, what end, whetber salvation, or destruc- 
tion is to be realized. Salvation from sin and guilt is ‘* by grace,” 
Grace, from its nature, is, to an uubeliever, an uncovenanted favor, 
Inclined only to evil, he has of himself no moral power to accede to 
the terms of ‘* the covenants of promise :” Theretore, though the tor- 
malities of his sacrifice should be continually before God ; and though 
God know his destiny ; yet to himself it is an unrevealed subject ; 
and, of course, a subject of complete and awful uncertainty. 

But even in this merited suspense, something, may be found to save 
the human mind from despondency. In such circumstances a possi- 
bility of salvation becomes a powerful encouragement. Though the 
man who attends upon the institutions of religion, with an anxious, yet 
unbelieving and impenitent heart, be utterly unable to foresee the 
eternal consequences which await his individual soul ; still something 
more than a possibility of salvation calls him to perseverance in the 
pursuit. The holy Scriptures teach what. are the general designs of 
God in proposing a system of the outward means of grace, to a sinful 
world ; and in providentially indulging impenitent aud unbelieving 
men in the use of these means. ‘ Go ye, therefore, and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever 
I command you ;” was a commission given, by the ascending Saviour 
to his apostles. This was an express order to preach the gospel to 
all nations ; and, if so, remark that it must be carried to all nations 
while in sin. While sinners, they were to be taught to observe all 
things which he had commanded. His great command had ever been, 
** believe an me ;” the grand explanation of his mission from heaven 
had ever been, “* the Son of man is come to save that which is lost.” 
His promise was at the same time to be administered : ‘* Whosoever 
believeth on the Son shall be saved.” ‘This commission bespeaks a 
general design of divine mercy toward impenitent sinners. The 
declarations of St. Paul teach us that the early preaching of the gospel 
was effectual unto the salvation of men. ‘ It pleased God through 
the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe”—* I am not 
ashamed of the gospel of Clirist ; for it.is the power of God unto 
salvation.” 

What, if to some, the word preached is to be a “ savor of death 
unto death !”” What, if from some, it serve only to take away every 
cloak for sin! What, if from some, though proclamed, it shall be hid! 
What, if for some, near to whom it shall bring the kingdom of God, it 
renders the day of judgment more intolerable, than that awful occasion 
shall be for Sodom 2nd Gomorrah! Such and similar admonitions, 
though they powerfully urge men to a cautious hearing of the gospel, 
present no discouragement to any living hearer. On_ the other band, 
they magnify the privilege of hearing the word. If they be admoni- 
tions, they are admonitions to sinners not to fail of the inestimable 
blessings which the gospel proposes to all ; and which it will actually 
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secure to many. They declare the enlarged benevolence of Him who 
is ** not willing that any should perish, ‘but that all should come to 
repentance. 

Human observation upon what God hath actually done by the gos- 
pel is a powerful confimation of his revealed design of love in institu- 
ting the ministy of reconciliation. There is no evidence, from tact, 
ithe gospel was ever preached aay where, and no salvation was eflecied 
by it. Many a servant of Chrisi has labored in ** the day of small 
things ;”” and on quitting the field, has said with despondency, ** Lord 
who hath believed our report ; and to whom hath the arn of the Lord 
been revealed ?” . Nevertheless ; as in the day when the prophet took 
up this lamentation ; God may have secured many to himself. Per- 
haps the most lamentable account of Jesus Christ’s success as a preach- 
erin any place, was, that “ few believed on him there.” Critical 
readers of his history, and of the history of the ministry which he insti- 
tuted to follow him, have often and very uniformly remarked, that he 
did not secure so much success to his own preaching, as since he hath 
ascended on high and received all power, he hath been pleased to 
grant to the preaching of his servants. While on earth, according to 
his own jconomy , he submitted to humiliating events ; since having 
gone to receive the kingdom of his Father ; though he has committed 
the treasure of his word to earthen vessels, he displays the excellency 
of his power. Observation upon facts generally shows that’ Christ is 
always with the ministry ; and that they do not run jn vain, neither 
labor in vain. 

The proposition, for the support of which these things are said, you 
will remark, is not, that a knowledge of the gospel i is necessary to the 

salvation of men ; but that the preaching of it is necessary. ‘All who 

admit that the Lord Jesus Christ is the Saviour of the world ; atid that 
his is the only name gon under heaven, among men whereby we 
must be saved, allow that he must be known from the record which 
God hath given of him. But the query is, why insist on the public 
preaching of the gospel ? Why is it not enough to read it? The read- 
ing of it is enjoined ; and great encouragement is given to this meth- 
ed of searching for wisdom. 

Suppose the expedient adopted, that men should be enjoined to 
read, and only read the gospel ; but should noi hear it publicly ex- 
pounded, nor by authority enfoiced. 

In the first piace, how many, compared with the number to whose 
ininds it now gains access, would read the Bible ? Christ ** knew what 
was in man.” He knew that unnumbered considerations would draw 
multitudes into the house of public worship ; which would never in- 
duce an individual to retire and read the Scriptures. Many things 
may be contemplated in the forms of worship ; many in the preacher ; 
many in the congregation which draw effectually upon many minds. 
Many on any subject, will act in public, who will do nothing in pri- 
vate. Brought within the sound of the gospel, they may hear some- 
thing which will prevail on them to retire and read. Their opinions 
may be contradicted ; their curiosity may be excited ; their fears may 
be awakened, and their conscience alarmed. For support, for gratifica- 
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tion, for safety or for relief, they may feel a new and powerful motive 
to resort to the Bible. Could men be tried on impartial testimeny, itis 
believed that almost all who neglect the house of God, would be con- 
demned for an almest total neg! ect of the Bible. A fact may be stated 
which warrants this belief. It is found, that in a parish, even in Con- 
necticut, which lies, for a ishg time, destitute of thepublic ordinances 
of religion ; an elarming proportion of its inbabitents -cetse-even 
to keep the Pible in their houses ; end‘it should be added, that in such 
a place, the Sabbath is converted into a holiday ; so thet, betwees the 
business of th 1c week and the récreations of the Se bath, t he whole of 
seven cays is consumed, Our conclusion may 8 safely ws that besides 
ihe light which the mere preaching of the cospel convéys to the minds 
of men, where it is enjoyed, there will be a grest- increase of * jm- 
provement, Prim: #54: by reading’; and that w here itis not ‘enjoyed, 
the knowledge derived from re ading ill,’among all commen people, 
dwindle almost to nothing. 
Should this ar rzument founded: upén experience be telinttisistied . 
should it be eranted that these who should not hear the gospel, would 
ead the Bible as much as those do, who attend the public administra- 
tions ot truth ; how well would they understand what they might read? 
How ..uniform and harmonious would be their appre hensions ‘and their 
conclusions ? No man can trust himse!f to tell ; for no man can esti- 
mate the benefit which almost all minds receive from the guidance of 
public expositions. Whatever of reproof may be given to laymen for 
their want of devotion to the subjecis of revelation, as their habits 
usually are ; it is no smapeacntiont of their understanding ; nor is it 
the invidious language cf arrogance to say, that very few men, 
except those who have been educated to the profession of theology, 
and who have pursued this profession, have a systematic and an ade- 
quate knowledge of the contents of the Bible. Great love of divine 
truth, great strength and independence of mind, distinguished educa- 
tion, and a habit of investigation, conspire, in a few instances, without 
the motives and responsibility of sacred office, to present men eminent 
for their understanding of revealed mysteries. Hence here and there 
a rare and solitary Solomon, to whose wisdom all the prophets bow. 
But in all ordinary cases, attainments, competent to the direction of 
those who ** would see Jesus : who would profess the truth as it is in 
him ; and who would walk in his steps, must be conceded to scribes 
** wel instructed.””. Many men can go into a subject when it is ex- 
wes ; very few, however, without guidance and support, can pro- 
ed far before they stop, stumbie or fall. 

Bal to do violence once more to the testimony of facts ; let it be 
granted that without public teaching, men by reading the Scriptures 
would attain to a ere know ledge of Christianity. What would 
they then know ? Surely, that they had subverted the primary insti- 
tutions of this religion. They would have learned, that Christ insti- 
tuted a public ministry, and declared tnat it should exist and enjoy 
his presence “ to the end ef the world.” They would have found this 
institut on exemplified in the office and service of the apostles ; and 
in all whom they commissioned, according to the formalities received 
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from Christ, to labor for him in “ word and doctrine.” These mere 
reading Christians would lock about them for this permanent and ac- 
tive ministry. But in the abolition of it, they would see that Christ’s 
own institution was demolished ; that his prediction and promise had 
failed ; and that the example of the apostles had been exnloded. 
With this departed institution they would find that much else of visi- 
ble Christianity was gone. ‘The house consecrated to the preaching 
of the gospel, would have sunk into a mere reading-room ; or at most, 
into ap lace for prayer aud praise, in which there would be no consti- 
tuted authority to lead or guide the order of devotion ; and of course, 
where aspiring iguorance and self-sufficiency would struggle for dis- 
tinction, and actually obtain the henor of offering the sacrifice of 
fools ; while every modest spirit of grace and good sense wou!d shrink 
from the unhallowed competition ; and of necessity reiinquish the 
edification of meek and lowly believers. ‘The sacraments of baptism, 
and of the Lord’s supper, would, with the sanctuary, have become a 
spiritual wreck. Authority to baptize men or children into the name 
of the F ather, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost ; to break tt 
bread of spiritual life, and to cpen the fountain of atoning blood. 
would have ceased from the earth. The church of God below wont 
terminate ; all men would cease to confess Christ ; and an everlastin 
stop would be put to his acknowledgment of them before his Father 
No authority would be found in man to organize, to regulate, or, by 
commission from the Holy Ghost, to take the oversight of a church. 

What of visible Christianity would remain ? Will it be said, the 
Bible ?—the reading of the Bible :—And, will any one have the 
hardihood to add, prayer, praise, faith, repentance, humility, hope, 
= life, and salvation? That the Bible might be preserved among 

ther antiquities is net improbable ; and that some curious, devious 
onan might occasionally look into it, is credible ; and it is 
possible that some pious Josiah, finding it in the rubbish of irrcli- 
gion, worse than the abominations whieh prevailed in the reign of 
Manasseh, might be enlightened to see and to bewail the apostacy 
of a degenerate world. But to pretend that God would send 
down his grace, produce, promote, and maintain Christianity in the 
hearts of men, and secure their salvation ; while they impiously de- 
stroy ed or neglected those means and visible forms of religion which 
he had instituted, and for many centuries had preserved and biessed ; 
would be to believe, that he would deny himself. His promiscs are 
io those who obey him. An important branch of evangelical obedi- 
ence is compliance with his institutions. 

Though to shew men that religion does not consist in formalities ; 
but in power, as well as m form ; and that grace is, in its nature, 
-overeign, ané independent of all means, Cod ia a few solitary instan- 
ces may sdnctifty men who are hardly within the ordinary ways of sal- 
vation ; yet where is the candor, where the wisdom, where the s safety 
of pleading an exception for a general rule ? God hath instituted ways 
in which salvation shall be sought—-means which shail be used—ways 
and means which he hath generally honored with effusions of his 
stace 5 while he hath threatened to pour, and hath actually poured out 
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his fury upon them who have poured contempt upon his ‘institutions, 
The preaching of the gospel, and attendance on the public administra. 
tions of it, were, while Christ was in the flesh, and while the apostles 
lived ; and they have ever since been, the great engine of divine 
grace. Neglect of this institution shuts the windows of heaveuly pro- 
mise ; and opens upon the world of daring ingratitude, the treasured 
wrath of insulted Omnipotence. 

None of these considerations should conduce a whit to the dispar. 
agement of the naked Scriptures. Without note or comment, they are 
the fountain of instruction, and the armory of redeeming grace. Let 
the Bible be put into the hand of every man, of every woman, and of 
every child. Let every society which would print and circulate it 
receive the prayers and bounty of all the Christian world ; that the 
voluntary institutions of Zion may form a constellation, from which, 
to the north, to the south, to the east and to the west, salvation may 
beam forth, in the light of inspired, written truth ; until our God and 
Redeemer, in the full splendor of his revelation, shall be seen by every 
human eye, and known to every human heart. Then will every di- 
vine institution be honored ; and, especially, will the preaching of the 
gospel be followed as the sound which leads up to heaven. 

Il. To preach the gospel men must be sent by proper authority. 

The oflice of a preacher of the gospel is one, which no man can 
assume of himself. People may converse together and instruct each 
other, both privately and publicly, on religious subject, without be- 
ing consecrated to the business by any special formalities. But pub- 
licly to expound the Scriptures, in set discourse, to organize churches, 
and to administer the ordinances of baptism and the Lord’s supper, 
are by the example of Christ and the apostles, and by the special dic- 
tates of the Holy Ghost, consigned to men, consecrated to the busi- 
ness. 

‘The selection of the twelve first witnesses of Jesus Christ, the com- 
mission given them by the ascending Saviour ; the preservation of 
their number by the separation and consecration of Matthias ; the cal- 
ling of Paul ; the ordination of Paul and Barnabas to a special prov- 
ince in the ministry ; the ordination of elders in every city by those 
who were ordained as stated and travelling preachers ; the particular 
record of the forms of ordination ; the qualifications of candidates ; and 
the charges given to ‘Timothy, present authorities familiar to every 
mind ; on which it may be affirmed, that the business of publicly 
preaching the Gospel, and ministering in holy things may not be as- 
sumed by a private individual ; but, that it was committed to men 
by constituted powers ; and that these powers were found only in 
presbyters or bishops ; which is but another name for the same ec- 
clesiastical officer. 

Whoever has looked upon the state of mankind, observed their dis- 
position to go into religious delusions, and to heap to themselves er- 
roneous teachers; and, withal, has noticed the foolish ambition of 
many ignorant and perverse men to be upstarts and dictators in reli- 
gious service, will conceive it to be necessary that the important 
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work of expounding the will of God: to men, for their guidance in the 
path of duty and salvation, should be guarded by strict rules of office. 

God hath ever looked upon the mischief of unauthorized teachers as 
a great evil. *‘* Behold,” said Jeremiah, “a whirlwind of the Lord is 
gone forth-in fury ; even a grievous whirlwind ; and it shall fall griev- 
ously upon the head of the wicked. The anger of the Lord shall not 
return until he have executed, and till he have performed the thouglits 
of his heart ; in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly. I have 
not sent these ‘prophets, yet they ran ; | have not spoken to them, yet 
they prophesied.” With like indignation Christ disowned the Scribes 
and Pharisees who were the creatures of their own traditions. ‘ Eve- 
ry plant which my heavenly Father hath not planted shall be rooted 
up. Let them alone ; they be blind leaders of the blind. And if 
the blind lead the blind. both shall fall into the ditch” Guarded by 
such terrors of divine jealousy and anger, the ministerial office pre- 
sented itself to the eye of St. Paul as an awful object of contempla- 
tion. | Wherever he saw it, the place on which he stood was holy 
ground. ‘* No man taketh this honor to himself ; but he that is cal- 
led of God ; as was Aaron.” This trembling reverence was no in- 
firmity. For any man to venture upon this arrogance is contempt of 
Christ. For any people to receive a mah as a preacher, without cre- 
dentials from proper authority, is a participation of his sin. 

To relinquish the principle of sending men to preach the Gospel ; 
and of binding people to hear those, and only those who are sent, 
would absolve mankind from all religious responsibility to any thing 
this side the bar of Christ. Preachers would not be responsible for 
any thing which they should say or do; nor would churches be res- 
ponsible for any thing which they should hear or perform. How 
soon * the faith once delivered to the saints” would be lost ; and how 
soon delusion and disorder would succeed to the salvation and beauty 
of Zion, a child might easily conjecture. 

Though men may not of themselves assume the office of a bishop ; 
they may desire it; and God assures us, that he who does desire it, 
desires a good thing. From those who manifest this desire and are 
possessed of those qualifications which are minutely specified in the 
word of God ; those who are now within the sacred office, are to se- 
lect candidates for the ministry. 

It is not enough that a sufficient number of men, duly qualified, 
‘hould be authorised to preach the gospel. The direction and location 
of them are important considerations. ‘* Go ye,” said Christ, ‘* into 
all the world—teach all nations—preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture.” ‘To publish and to dissemifate evangelical truth was the plan 
of action in the apostolic age. Hence apostles and their successors 
went forth as they were sent, in every direction ; and as fast as they 
collected and organized churches, they, in every city, ordained thei 
elders. There is the scheme of action for all succeeding ages. 
Preachers are not to be multiplied or confined to one spot, as supernu- 
meraries, sttrfeiting the public with spiritual privilege, and causing a 
heaviness in the public ear, which by re-action upon themselves, will 

Vor. Vill. NO. 6, Cc 





: ~ 














210 Misstonary Scriou. (Tuxy, 


destroy their own courage and activity. This, experience has proved 
to be a direct method of engendering idleness and ignorance in the 
clergy. A door of utterance must be opened to them. 

The same authority which selects and commissions is, according to 
apostolic example, to dispose of preachers of the gospel—to place 
them in their stations, and to appoint to them their courses. The dis. 
positions and qualifications of preachers are to be consulted; the wants, 
desires, and conditions of churches are to be regarded ; and all the 
welfare of souls is to be contemplated with unerring devotion to the 
glory of the Redeemer ; and after surveying every object which 
claims attention, these preachers whom Christ hath- provided and 
given to the church for its edification and salvation, are by these eccle- 
siastical judicatories, which act in his name upon earth, to be distributed 
in a manner best adapted to the design of his bequest. 

All parts of the field which is white for the harvest, are not equally 
inviting. But, into even the most checrless section, laborers must be 
sent to make an ingathering. The fruits, come whence they may, are 
alike precious ; and are deposited in a common garner. The Son 
of God could leave heaven, and come to so dismal a spot as this sinful 
world ; and shall men whom he has accounted faithful to put into the 
ministry, be spared from going from one place smitten with a curse to 
another where the same course is varied only, and that, partially in 
form ? Christ came down to die ; and shall not men be sent where 
their suffering will scarce deserve the name? He parted with his 
heavenly Father and adoring angels ; shall not men leave their earthly 
kindred, when their heavenly Father hath guaranteed to them the 
presence of his grace ? Who by declining to be planted together with 
him, in the likeness of his death, would refuse an earnest of that im- 
mortality which shall be found in the likeness of his resurrection ? 

In nations now called pagan, in tribes now styled savage, the 
darkest and deadliest minds, the most fierce and cruel spirits are lamb- 
like, compared with those who made Paul fight with beasts at Ephe- 
sus ; or with others who stoned him, and drew him out of their city 
apparently dead ; or with others, who scourged, who beheaded, and 
who sawed in sunder prophets and apostles. 

Pagans and savages are men ; they have souls ; arid their souls are 
immortal. ‘They atg sinners ; and they are in a state of condemna- 
tion. Whoever is sent to preach to them the gospel, is sent to de- 
liver them from captivity ; to open blind eyes ; to dethrone idols ; 
to lead the miserable worshippers of devils, of animals and reptiles, 
of blocks and stones up to triumph in the Redeemer’s kingdom ; 
and to commune with God the Father. He is sent to divest 
the savage heart of its relish for blood ; and to fill it with all the 
friendly, gentle, pure, happy, and faithful sentiments of Chris- 
tianity. Under his footsteps the desert becomes a fruitful field ; 
around him the wilderness blossoms as the rose ; and the warhoop of 
the haunt is lost in the high praises of the sanctuary. 

God who hath provided salvation for the savages of this country ; 
Christ who hath tasted death for every man ; and angels who would 
rejoice over one repenting sinner of whatever name og degradation, 
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probably hold us indebted to make some remuneration to these be- 
nighted people, for dispossessing them of their country ; for drying 
up the sources of their earthly comforts ; and for introducing among 
them, new sins, and much disease, and many kinds of wretchedness. 
To induce remote churches to relieve the temporal wants of the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, St. Paul made use of this argument : * If 
the Gentiles have been partakers of their spiritual things ; their duty 
is also, to minister to them in carnal things.” On principles equally 
binding, if we have deprived the natives of this country of innocence 
and comfort ; we are bound to make reparation in religious privi- 
leges. 

But the hearts of the people of this State can hardly go forth so far as 
the wilderness where these savages roam and perish. Intervening objects 
arrest the attention, engross the concern, and enchain the affections of 
those who are contriving to send salvation to these idolatrous strangers. 
Acquaintance, friends, brethren, and children, scattered by thousands 
through the new settlements say to us, whose privileges they know ; 
** Oh, that salvation were come out of Zion.” Many of them carried 
with them pious hearts ; but left religious privilege behind. Send forth 
a preacher, and they will meet him miles from home, to hear words of 
salvation ; which for years they have not heard. Dispersed among 
those whose thoughts are not turned toward the kingdom of God ; 
where no sanctuary is built ; no church is gathered ; and where the 
Sabbath is almost forgotten ; how do these Christians, once fed with 
the fulness of God’s house, now hunger for the morsels which might be 
presented by a single hand! To him who comes to them in the name 
of the Lord, they can say with the prophet, ‘‘ my soul desired the first 
ripe fruit.” Gratification ought to be sent forth to their heart, and 
strength to their hands. Assistance ought to be given them in gaining 
and establishing the institutions of the gospel. 

Others have migrated from all religious privilege, while they were 
yet in their sins. Shall they be forgotten and perish ? Shall they be 
left to commence a new race of our kindred who know not God ? 

A generous enterprize carried them from us. They with us were 
nursed in the same cradle. When our number more than filled it, 
they left us in our ease, and fled to distant hardships. Little did they 
consider ; and as little do multitudes of them still consider, how great 
advantages they relinquished for gaining salvation. Without knowl- 
edge, without admonition, they sink fast in stupidity ; and are rapid- 
ly plunging into the habits of irreligion. If they are to be saved, the 
preaching of the gospel must be sent among them, before they forget 
that their fathers deemed it valuable ; and that decency requires them to 
treat it with reverence. If churches are ever to be gathered ; if hous- 
es of worship are to be built ; if the institutions of religion are to be 
established ; if Christ is to be acknowledged in these new settlements, 
some voice must be sent forth, “‘ crying in the wilderness, prepare ye 
the way of the Lord.” 

lil. ‘To the authority, the pecuniary means of sending men to 
preach the gospel, must be added. 
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In a world like this, it was necessary that Christ should ordain, that 
they who preach the gospel should live by the gospel. - 

In churches and congregations which have both the ability and the 
disposition to furnish the means of pecuniary support, nothing further 
need be sought : but for places lacking both, or either of these, some 
hew device is requisite. 

The early preachers of the gospel, you will remark, were not uni- 
formly, perhaps not generally supported by people where they labored, 
In a populous and wealthy city, where many resorted to the ministry 
of St. Paul, you read of his living for a year in his own hired house. 
He bardly ever wrote to a church, without inserting in his epistle, 
either an admonition for them to contribute to the support of the gos- 
pel, or to the relief of Christians in some distant place ; or some grate- 
ful acknowledgment of aid, which he or some other minister had 
received at their hancs. " 

The wealih of every man, clear of debt, is his own, by the decis- 
ion of the civil law : not so, however, under the demands of humanity ; 
for he may not bide himself from his own flesh : not so, under the 
requiremcnis of God ; for ‘ the silver and the goid are”’ bis. 

Men may resolve to siand neutral in the work of salvation: but 
this is impossible. .If the aflluent would consider the important part 
which they cannot fail to act in the kingdonn of Christ, they wouid not 
hesitate about their duty or interest in giving to the furtherance of the 
gospel. Ministers may be reared and qualified to go forth in‘o our 
new settlements; and as the door may open, among the savages who 
surround us; and competent authorities may plan their missions, and 
ordain them to go forth ; but after all men of wealth are tosay, wilb- 
draw, or stretch forth the arm of salvation. ‘The pious and prayerful 
may look upon the multitudes who * perish for lack of vision,” and 
upon those who hunger for the ‘* bread of life ;” and then looking unto 
the God of salvation, may say, ‘* thy kingdom come ;” but from the 
throne of grace they look to those who are rich, to see whether God 
give indications of success. 

Ina world where seltishness is the dominant principle of action, 
some popular objections to every benevoient institution are to be appre- 
hended ; and in an age when selfishness ventures upon a bold display 
ef avarice, many plausible excuses will be attempted from pecuniary 
contribution. 

It is said that the people in the new settlements of our country have 
the pecuniary means of enjoying the institutions of the gospel. 
But reports of high credibility, contradict this statement, in its appli- 
cation to many places. Should a fear remain that some of the money 
contributed to the Missionary Society of Connecticut will be lavished 
upon places able to help themselves; for reply, it may be said, that 
there are individuals who are able to give something to the support of 
the gospel, while the community to which they belong are too indigent 
to establish regular institutions. These abler individuals are, by the 
Missionaries, presented with opportunities to contribute to this Society ; 
whose annual exposition of donations shows that such individuals are 
among its benefaciors. If in some places, there be ability without 
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disposition, the most hopeful expedient for drawing forth the resources 
of the people is to teach them the importance of salvation. 

Some have said that they know not how their contributions will ‘ 
disposed of. On this point all may gain satisfaction. The exhibition 
which the Trustees of this Society annually make of the Treasurer’s 
conduct and of their own, would, if noticed, remove every scruple, 

It is said, that we hear, that in some places, missionaries are not de- 
sired, and are not thankfully received. These places are few, and are 
lost in the many which welcome the gospel, and send back to the 
good people of this State their most grateful acknowledgments. 

The gospel is not desired, nor thankfully received by all our 
ple at home. Shall we, therefore, cease to support it ? Had God 
adopted this principle of action, salvation would never have come 
down from heaven. 

Some people find that there are other objects of charity nearer 
home. ‘True : “ The poor ye have always with you.” But shail the 
gospel on this account be given up ? Rather let it be reported in hea- 
ven, as it was once on earth, “‘ tothe poor the gospel is preached.” 
Never let a mite be solicited, which has been laid by for the indigent 
and suffering. 

With deep concern, some have learned, that injudicious missiona- 
ries have been employed. Perfect men cannot be found. Indiscreet 
men are not re-employed. Nothing more can be said, than that every 
report is not to be credited ; and that the election of missionaries is 
committed to the select wisdom and fidelity of this State. 

Our contributions have been represented as deeds of charity to such 
ministers, as cannot find employment except in the missionary service, 
This is not true ; for so great is the demand of churches, that this 
Society has, ordinarily, been unable to procure as many missionaries 
as it has needed. 

Finally : some have not known that their contributions would do 
any good. This is a concern which may be safely consigned to the 
hand of the Lord. If any thing be given “ in the name of a dis- 
ciple ;” the giver has the highest security—* he shall not lose his 
reward.” 


A Summary of the Sacred Histo- 


the kings of Judah, to the Baby- 
ry contained in the two Books 


lonish captivity. They furnish 





of the Kings, with Remarks on 
their Credibility and Inspira- 
tion. 


= HE two books of the Kings, 
whicl were originally con- 
sidered by the Jews as one book. 
begin with an account of the old 
age and death of David. and con- 


iinue a regular series of historyof 





us, also, with a brief history of the 
kings whoreigned in Samaria, the 
successors of Jeroboam, Lill Lnose 
tribes were broken up by con- 
quest, and carried caplive inte 
the countries of the cast, by 
Sennacherib king of Assyria. 
The most interesting part of 
these sacred books is the histo- 
tory of the rcign of Sclomoa, 
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the immediate son of David; 
he was the special heir of the 
gracious promises of God. Up- 
on him, God promised that ‘his 
Holy Spirit should rest, and that 
he should rear the sacred edi- 
fice for which: his father had 
made such great preparations. 
The reign of Solomon was the 
zenith and glory of the Jewish 
State. God had given them rest 
ffom all their enemies ; by the 
activity and successes of the pre- 
ceding reign, they had been 


made great advances in the arts 
of civilization ; they were en- 
lightened in the true religion of 
heaven, by the inspired proph- 
ets of God ; and the throne was 
occupied by a prince whose fame 
brought enquirers from the ut- 
termost parts of the earth to see 
and admire his wisdom. In this 
time of peace and universal! pros- 
perity, the whole nation united, 
with the most pious ardor, to 
second the efforts of their sov- 
reign, in rearing that maguifi- 
cent structure, which should be 
the dwelling-place of the mighty 
God of Jacob. In this edifice, 
the strength of cedar, the firm- 
ness of marble, the brilliancy of 
gold, the beauties of architect- 
ure, were all exhausted. Before 
or since, the world has not seen 
its equal. Jt pleased God by 
this temple made with hands, to 
give some faint representation of 
the glories of his church, the 
spiritual and eternal templc of 
the Redeemer. At the dedica- 
tion of this sacred fabric, a so- 
Jemnity, in comparison with 
which. the triumphs cf the Con- 
suls, the processions of the Va- 
tican, the coronations of Em- 


. perors, are the play-things of 








children. All the tribes of Israe] 
bow and adore, the altars smoke 
with the blood of myriads of 
victims, the beloved sovereign 
kneels with hands uplift to hea- 
ven, the resplendent glory of 
Jacob’s God appears, enters, and 
fills the house. This was a state 
of prosperity, too great for our 
world. It was too near the glo. 
ries of the heavenly state. 
From the day that God called 
Abraham out of Ur of the Chal- 


| dees, he had been continually 
greatly increased in territory, | 
wealth, and power; they had. 


increasiug and advaucing his pos- 
terity, till the hour in which Sol- 
omon kneeled in this his earth- 
ly temple. From that period, 
we discover symptoms of their 
gradual decline. In their high 
prosperity they became forget- 
ful of God, they were disobedi- 
ext to his holy precepts, they 
gradually forsook his gracious 
covenant, they disregarded the 
admonitions of his prophets, they 
neglected his sacred worship, 
they turned to the worship of 
idols and to the way-ward 
courses of wickedness. Thus 
they declined, from age to age, 
in numbers, in wealth, in pros- 
perity, in morals, till they con- 
summated their iniquties by im- 
bruing their hands in the blood 
of the Son of God. Soon after 
that event, they were broken up 
and dispersed, and have been 
subject, ever since, to every suf- 
fering and reproach. From the 
calling of Abraham to the dedi- 
cation of the temple, was about 
a thousand years : from that 
event to the ruin of the Jew- 
ish state by the Romans, was 
about the same pericd. |: 

In the latter part of Solomon’s 
reign, this wise prince became 
corrupted by sensuality, and pro- 
voked the frowns of a righteous 

















God. Rehoboam, his son and 
successor, a weak and wicked 
prince, misled by indiscreet coun- 
sel, imprudent in his own con- 
duct, saw ten of the tribes 
separate from his government, 
and submit to the tyranny of 
Jeroboam, and to the! worship 
of his idol-gods. The tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin only, re- 
mained with the house of Da- 
vid ; but these were more than 
half as numerous as all the oth- 
ers. 

Abijam, the successor of Re- 
hoboam, was a wicked prince, 
2nd his reign was,.short. Asa, 
his son, had a long and prosper- 
ous reign, and ‘did that which 
was right in the eyes of the Lord, 
as did David his father.” Je- 
hoshaphat, his son, was a wise 
prince and had a prosperous 
reign. The reign of Jehoram 
was short, corrupt, and unfortu- 
nate. But the sacred historian 
adds, “ Yet the Lord would not 
destroy Judah for David his ser- 
vant’s sake, as he promised him 
to give him always a light, and 
to his children.” Ahaziah, a 
wicked prince, reigned but one 
year. Jehoash was faithful in 
the service of God, and enjoyed 
a long reigu. Amaziah walked 
inthe ways of his father, and 
in the ways of David. Azari- 
ah, his son, called by the proph- 
et Isaiah, Uzziah, walked in the 
fear of God and in the ways of 
his father, and reigned fifty-two 
years. Jotham followed the pi- 
ous example of his father. 
Aliaz -succeeded, who was a 
‘wicked prince, imitating the ex- 
ample of the kings of Israel. 
Bat he was the father of Heze- 
kiah, one of the most illustrious 
princes of David’s line. This 
king destroyed the uonuments 


1815.] Credibility and Inspiration of the Books of Kings. 








215 


of idolatry, restored the wor- 
ship of God to its purity, saw his 
enemies, the mighty armies of 
Assyria, overthrown by an angel 
from heaven, and saw the great 
prosperily of his people, under 
the blessings of the divine favor. 
Manasseh, the son of Hezekiah, 
did not follow the example of 
his faithful father ; he was a very 
wicked prince, and provoked the 
God of Israel by every abomi- 
nation. He had a long and evil 
reign, in which the nation be- 
came prepared for the sore 
judgments of heaven. In the 
course of his reign, he was tak- 
en a prisoner by his enemies, 
and held long in captivity. At 
this time, there is reason to con- 
clude he became a true penitent 
and received mercy from God. 
After his return from captivity, 
he restored the divine worship, 
prohibiting the service of other 
gods. but he was unable to arrest 
the universal progress of evil in 
which the nation were so deeply 
involved. The reign of Amon 
was short and evil. The reigu 
of Josiah was like the last spark- 
ling of of an expiring taper. 
From the days of Manasseh, a 
fatal disease had seized the 
whole national character, cor- 
ruption preyed upon its vitals. 
This good prince made one 
great effort to stay its progress, 
but all in vain. - He protracted 
for a little season the ruin of his 
people, bat could not avert the 
holy indignation of heaven. He 
destroyed idolatry, cut down the 
groves, purified and repaired the 
temple, published the book of 
the divine law, and celebrated 
a more solemn passover than any 
that had been observed since the 
time of the Judges of - Israeb. 
After a reign of thirty-one years. 
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this last light of Isracl sat in 
glory. Jehoiahaz and Jehoakim 
had short and evil reigns, which 
were succeeded by the Babylo- 
nish captivity. 

In the reigns of Asa, Jehosh- 
aphat, and Jehoram, flourished 
those great prophests of Israel, 
Elijah: and Elisha. In the suc- 
ceeding reigns; appeared most of 
those illustrious prophets, whose 
writings compose the prophetic- 
al parts of the tioly Scriptures. 
—In illustration of this pottion 
of. sacred history, a few things 
will be observed. 

1. It is not known with cer- 
tainty who was the inspired pen- 
nian of the books of the Kings, 
but it was, most probably, Ezra. 
They could not have been writ- 
ten till the time of the captiv- 
ity, or after its conclusion, as 
the series of history is brought 
down tothat time. ‘his accords 
with the period in which Ezra 
lived. We are told, expressly, 
that “he was a ready scribe m 
the Iaw of Moses.” In the 
time of Nehemiah, the govern- 
or of Judea, the people having 
been all collected in Jerusalem 
for the purpose, Ezra the scribe, 
wlio was of the priesthood, ar- 
ranged the sacred books, and 
read them publicly to all the as- 
sembly, with great solemnity. 
It is_ evident, therefere, that he 
wis gtealy conversant with the 
sacred: writings. 

ft .is evident, from a variety 
of testimonies, as has. been ob- 
served in some of our preceding 
papers, that the prophets who 
flourished iu the reigns of the 
respective Kings, generally, made 
careful records of the events of 
their own times. Several books 
of ‘this kind are particularly re- 
ferred to.in the books ef Kings. 





1. Kings xii— 41. “ And the ‘rest 
of the acts of Solomou, and aif 
that he did, and his wisdom, 
are they not written in the book 
of the acts of Solomon.” There 
is a reference to the prophet 
Jehu, the sou of Hanani, who 
wrote the acts of Jehoshaphat, 
We are told in Chronicles, that 
the acts of Uzziah and the acts 
of Hezekiah were written 
Isaiah the son of Amoz. The 
history of the two intermediate 
kings, Jotham and Ahaz, was, 
undoubtedly, written by the 
same prophet. To the Chron- 
icles of the kings of Israel, and 
the Chronicles of the kings of 
Judah, we find frequent refer- 
ence in these sacred books. It 
appears that the office of record- 
er, was a high office under the 
kings of Judah. The duties of 
that office appear to have been 
to make and preserve a faithful 
record of all important passing 
events. From these several re- 
cords, the work of cotemporary 
writers, and therefore of the 
highest authenticity, the books 
of the kings must have been 
compiled. In the history of 
those kings who were cotempo- 
rary with the prophet Isaiah, the 
account is very similar to that 
which is given in the book of 
that prophet. The nineteenth 
chapter of the second of kings, 
and the thirty-seventh chapter 
of Isaiah are precisely alike.— 
From such: authentic records, 
with other necessary documents, 
these sacred books appear & 
have been written by Ezra, that 
eminent and faithful servant of 
God. A ae 

2. A-variety of considerations 
are naturally suggested, sufficient 


-to'gatisfy amy candid enquirer, 


of the authenticity of this por- 
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tion of sacred history.—We are 
now come to the border of his- 
toric times. In the view which 
we have taken of the historical 
writings of the Old Testament, 
the books of Moses, of Joshua, 
Judges, and Samuel, we have 
been wholly beyond the region 
of profane history. There are 





number of mice infested his 
camp by night, and gnawed in 
pieces their quivers and bows, 
and the strings of their shields. 
That. in the morning, the enemy 
finding themselves without arms, 
fled in contusion. And that this 
deliverance was ascribed to the 
signal interposition of the gods. 


no authentic histories of any | This is, undoubtedly, the same 
other nations which reach back | event, in a disguised form, which 
as far as the times of Samuel | is recorded by the sacred wri- 
and David. Afewbrokenhints!ter. The city Pelusium, 
with tracts of uncertain tradi- | which was not far distant, is 


tion, are all that can be obtain- 
ed.. But in the times of the 


mentioned instead of Jerusalem, 
and the agency of mice* is in- 


later kings of Israel and Judah, | troduced to effect the destruc- 


the Grecian histories assume a 
degree of satisfactory authenti- 
ticity. In this period, we are 
enabled to appeal to their most 
authentic writers, in confirma- 
tion of many of the facts rela- 
ted in our sacred books. -We 
will notice but one or two testi- 
monies of this kind. The great- 
ness and prosperity of the As- 
syrian and Babylonian Empires, 
the extraordiuary strength of the 
cities Nineveh and Babylon, 
with the extravagant pride of 
their monarchs, are as forcibly 
represented by profane writers 
as in the books of Kings. In the 
19th chapther of the 2d of Kings 
we have the account of the 
proud invasion of Judea, by 
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, of 
his impious blasphemy against 
the God of heaven, and of the 
Miraculous destruction, in one 
bight, of one hundred eighty- 
five thousand of his army. We 
are told by Herodotus, that in 
the reign of Sethos king of Egypt, 
Sennacherib, king of Arabia and 
Assyria, attacked Egypt with a 
mighty army. That, while he 
Jay at Pelusium, an immense 
Vor. VIII. No. 6, 





| ed good. 


tion. But like the sacred wri- 
ter, he calls the king of Assyria 
Sennacherib, and ascribes the 
event to a divine power. The 
time, also, agrees with the sacred 
account, The variation of the 
Greek’s narrative from the true 
account, may well be accounted 
for from the prejudice against 
the Jews, against Jerusalem and 
Jerusalem’s God, which pre- 
vailed in all the adjacent coun- 
tries. 

The conquest of Judea and 
the neighboring nations is par- 
ticularly described by the Greek 
historians, and their relation 
is very accordant with the sa- 
cred account.—In the reign of 
Hezekiah, we are informed 
that the shadow went back 
ten degrees in the dialyof A- 
haz. Inthe history of Egypt, 
Herodotus makes mention of a 
similar event.—We might pro- 


-* Mice were worshipped in some 
parts of Palestine as ido s This 
animal was often a great nuisance 
in that country ; and it was charac- 
teristic of Paganism to worship ob- 
jects which were the causes of 
evil, as well as those which produc- 
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ceed, were it necessary, to pro- 
duce’ testimonies from profane 
writers, of the best credit, in con- 
firmation of all the prominent 
parts of this portion of sacred 
history. But it is thought to 
be needless. 

‘The events recorded in the 
books of Kings are a very stri- 
king fulfilment of sacred prophe- 
cy. The greater part of the 
divine promises to Israel were 
conditional. “Their enjoyment 
of the special blessings of God 
depended on their obedience and 
fidelity to him. If we look back 
to the time of Joshua, we find 
that venerable prophet telling 
his people, “ Behold, this day 
“I am going the way of all the 
earth.—Cleave unto the Lord 
your God ;—and one man of 
you shall chase a thousand : for 
the Lord your God, he it is that 
fighteth for you. —Else, if ye do 
‘in any wise go back, and cleave 
unto the remnant of these na- 
tions :—know for a certainty, 
that—they shall be snares and 
traps unto you, and scourges in 
your sides,—until ye perish from 
off this good land, which the 
Lord your God hath given you. 
—So shall the Lord bring upon 
you all evil things, until he have 
destroyed you from off this good 
land.” A similar address was 
made to that people by. Mo- 
ses, the greatest of their proph- 
ets, near the close of his life.— 
“ Tf thine heart turn away,— 
and worship other gods, and 

serve them ;—ye shall not pro- 
long your days upon the land, 
whither thou passest over Jor- 
dan to go to possess it.” Isaiah 
told king Hezekiah, “ All that 
is in thine house, and that which 
thy fathers have laid up in store 
unto this day, shall be carried 





into Babylon.” Jeremiah. re. 
peatedly told: the. people that 
the king of Babylon would take 
their city, destroy their temple, 
and’ lead. them into Captivity. 
If these prophets spake in. the 
name of the God of: heaven, of 
which there remains no-reasona. 
ble doubt, their predictions musi 
be fulfilled. In the portion of 
sacred history now before us, 
we have an account of the ac. 
complishment of the. greater 
part of their most explicit 
prophecies. They have never 
been accomplished in any other 
events but those -here related. 
We conclude, therefore, that 
these things are true. ny 
The account of the fulfilment 
of the great promises to David 
and Solomon is peculiarly satis- 
factory. God says to David by 
the prophet Nathan,“ Thine 
house and thy kingdom shall be 
established for ever before thee; 
thy throne shall be established 
for ever.”” The expression, for 
ever, means for a long time, 2 
limited period, as in many other 
places in the Scriptures. It was 
thus understood by the king. 
For he says in reply, “ Thou 
hast spoken also of ‘thy  ser- 
vant’s house for a great while to 
come.” ‘ To Solomon, God said, 
“Tf thou wilt walk im my stat- 
utes, and execute my judgments, 
—then will I perform my word 
with thee, which I spake unto 
David thy father.” Notwith- 
standing all the errors of the 
kings of Judah, I am of opinion 
that they are elearly the most 
illustrious dynasty that has ever 
held a sceptre. They reigned 


over an enterprising, unquiet 


people, in a remote period ot 
time, unassisted by the experi- 
ence or histery of kingdoms. 
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Yet, for a. period. of near four 
hundred and fifty years, there 
were no fatal. internal commo- 
tions, the. ambition: of. eastern 
conquerors was effectually resist- 
ed, and the. crown transmitted 
from father.to. son,.ig an iunr 
broken succession, for eighteen 
reigus. J have not found in his- 
tory another instance in which 
a. crown has continued so long 
ip one. family, nor in which it 
has. been transmitted to the le- 
gal heir so many times in suc- 
cession. The reigns of the.most 
of these kings: were illustrious. 
Their kingdom was small, and 
ever surrounded by enemies, 


yet it. was defended and, pre-| ry 


served. Their reigns were-long, 
Sir Isaac Newton calculates the 
mean reigns of kings at eighteen. 
or twenty years: The reigns. 
of the kings of Judah average 
at twenty-five. ‘Whether we 
attribute the long: prosperity of 
this kingdom.to the virtues of 
their princes, or. to. the special 
care of the: God; of Israel, in 
either case,. we have the fulfil- 
ment of the. divine promises.— 
And that narrative which gives 
us such a fulfilment, must have 
this strong evidence of truth. 
The books of Kings have ever 
been received. by the Jewish 
people. as authentic history.— 
‘Chey had every means of know- 
ing whether they were true or 
erroneous... The account. which 
they. contain must be extremely 
mortifying to their national van- 
ity, as they give a coptinual, 
series of transgressions aud re- 
bellions against their covenant 
God, notwithstanding: all their 
privileges,and theconstant wara- 
ings of his holy prophets. They 





describe, also, the invasion and 


triumph. of their enemies, and 
their subjygatinn to. a foreign 
tyrant in a distant land. Sucha 
representationthey would never 
have acknowledged,, could it 
havebeencontroverted. The his 
toric memoirs writtenby the pro- 
phets were publicly known, and 
had not the. sacred books been 
conformable to their. authority, 
they would surely have. been 
rejected. Their adunission, under 
these circumstances, is the high- 
est evidence of their authenti- 
city. 

The internal evidence of au- 
thenticity afforded by these sa- 
cred books is perfectly satifacto- 
The writer often appeals 
to. the authentic memoirs of the 
prophets for the confirmation of 
hic marrative. He often inter- 
weaves.the history of the neigh. 
boring nations, which must be- 
known from. other sources.— 
There is no attempt to palliate 
the vices of his countrymen, and 
no unreasonable resentment a- 
gainst their oppressors. He 
writes. like one perfectly, posses~ 
sed of his subject, wishing to 
present nothing but the. most 
important events. As the trans- 
actions he recorded must haye 
exceedingly wounded the pride 
of his countrymen, , he exposed 
himself to every resentment had 
he disguised the truth. 

3. These: sacred. books con- 
tain.the fullest evidence of the 
superintending guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. In this small com- 


pass, is contained the history. of, 
a numerous, active people, for. 
more than four-hundred.years, - 
Yet the, most interesting-events., 


in the. successive, periods are all 
recorded ; at the same time that 
we discover an accuracy and 
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clearness of description, and the 
minute lineaments of individual 
character, such as are not to be 
found in the most copious his- 
tories. This is not the mauner 
of man, for it is beyond his 
power. 

“In all the transactions here 
narrated, the God of Israel is 
always keptin view; the great- 
ness and holiness of his charac- 
tér are ever maintained. The 
same divine law, thé same truths 
of religion, and the same ex- 
alted morality, which are con- 
tained in the preceding inspir- 
ed books, are constantly present- 
ed tio our view. A _ uniform 
maintenance of such sentiments, 
Without - imperfection or ‘er 
ror, is' beyond the power of hu- | 
man skill.—Many of the minute 
occurrences’ here related, cat 
hardly be supposed to be known 
from any other source than by 
immediate communication from 
God. These it is not necessary 
to particularize. 

~The books of Kings are evi- 
dently iwritten with a constast 
reference to the other sacred 
books which then existed. The 
promises and threatenings of 
God, “recorded in them, are oft- 
en brought into view ; their :c- 
complishnient is pointed out, and 
the divine character constantly 
vindicated... The design of ad- 
vancing thesacred volume which 
ithas pleased God to ¢iveto men 
for the’ benefit of his churehy 
is apparent through the whole. 
The great work of redemption, 
which “be@®h at the apostacy of 
man, is sten'progressing, and the 





way is constatitly preparing for 
the dawn of that biéssed morn- 
du 41bid Gilibe , 3 ' Meu 


‘JOSINIIS 


ing, when the Babe of Bethile. 
hem is born. 

A faithful -representation’ of 
the events of divine providence 
is eminently interesting and use. 
ful. Tt always brings to view 
the true character’ of God, ag 
well as a correct character of 
man, and shows the ‘nature of 
that high relation which’ con. 
nects rational creatures | with 
their Creator. It always shows 
the hély security of the church, 
the sofety of obedience, and the 


fatal consequences of’ sin: It’ 
unfolds the great” purposes of 


God concerning our werld, illus- 
trating his perfect goodness and 
wisdom. On such: an account, 


there can be no perfect reliance,” 


unless it be given by the Spirit 
of truth. Such an account we 


have, through the great mercy 


of God. 

The-word of God ought to be 
the subject of diligent attention 
and constant stady.» That is 
able to make men wise unto sal- 
vation; it has been the: delight 
and the hope of the people of 
God in every’ period of the 


church. It is an inexhaustible: 


source of light and instruction, 
and will lead the humble enquir- 
er into all truth. 

The portion of sacred history 
we have had in review shows 
that, while God is long-suffeting 
and gracious, he is terrible in 


punishment. The people of his” 


covenant, beloved for their fath- 


ers’ sakes, because of their trans- 


gressions, are given into the 
hands of their enemies, and sub- 
jected to every suffering and re- 


proach. The God of Israel wilt’ 


reign for ever and ever. 
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REPORT? of the Directing Com- 
mittee of the Connecticut Bible 
Society ; extulated to the Society, 
at their Meeting, — 11,1814, 


TO THE . 
Connecticut Bible Society, 


To be convened at Hartford, the 
second ‘Thursday of May instant 
the Directing Committee respect~ 
fully submit the following report 


hy ae repose which it hag 
pleased the Almighty to restore 
to the nations of Christendom: 
since the Jast meeting of the So- 
ciety, has opened to the triends 
efithe Redeemer a new and joy- 
ful prospect. Welcome in eve: 
ry. view, it-awakens their gratit- 
ude especially, on account. of 
the facilities which: it ‘afforded 
them in. different parts. of the 
world, of acting-in more perfect 
concert, and with imcreased vig, 
or, in the ‘prosecution of their 
benevolent designs. 

Inreviewing * the days of the 
vengeance of our God,’ it would 
be) ungrateful to withhold 
the acknowledgment, that they 
have been especially ‘the year 
of-his redeemed.” «They have 
given new evidence that the eye 
and the heart of the Supreme 
King are ever upon his church. 
Amidst the political changes 
which have: attracted the gaze 
of an astonished world; she has 
stood on her immoveable rock— 
has been rising with steady 
strength—extending to some of 
the remotest nations her treas- 
ures of revealed wisdom-—pub- 
lishing to them in: their..own 
tongues the wonderful works of 
God—and gathering {rom among 
them, sons and daughters ‘te -be 
oursed at her side.’ ‘Lhose ve. 





ry woes which have lighted se 
terribly on guilty nations, have 
served to develope the nature 
aud: tendency of that infidel 
spirit. iu which they had their 


‘| immediate origin ; to impress 


the minds of men with. a sense 
of the dominion of Jehovah ; to 
prepare them to revere and to 
value the-truths of his word— 
and to suggestthe most_eflectual 
methods, and rouse the necessary 
energies, for an extensive spread 
of those truths among mankiud. 

The progress of truth is every 
year accelerated. , The increagy 
ing resources, the commanding 
influence, and enlarged benefi- 
cence of the British and Foreign 
Bible, Society . are familiary 
known, by their, biessed fruits, 
in- all quarters of: the world. 
The zeal which, .for phe two last 
years, has been diffusing in the 
Russian empire for the promo- 
tion of the same Cause, is scarce- 
ly inferior to that which is kind- 
Jed in Great-Britain. During 
this period, 88.70 Bibles have 
been printed in seyen different 
languages, 'by the; Society in 
Petersburgh alone ; and 31,500, 
in four different languages, by 
subdivisions of the principal so- 
ciety. Bible Societies..in .the 
other northern kingdoms of Eu- 
rope and in Germany are co-op- 
erating with extelisive effect and 
increasing ardor... The princes 
of Europe have, in considerable 
numbers, come forward to patro- 
nize the. cause with the infu- 
ence of their example, and, the 
liberabity, of their donations. In 
the East’ Indies algo the trans- 
lation: and, spreadeof the Scrip- 
tures, ip, the various languages 
of those; populous regions, ) are 
steadily:; advancing. The me- 
morabi¢ event of the complete 
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translation of the New Testa- 
ment into the language of the 
millions of the Chinese empire, 
has been recently avnounced ; 
together with the interceting 
fact that a copy of the New 
Testament in the Persian lan- 
euage, lately presented by the 
British Minister to the King of 
Persia, has been received by 


him with a cordiality which | 


warrants the hope of an ulti- 
mate circulation of it in that 
benighted empire. ‘The “ good 
sced of the word” thus widely 
geattered, cannot fail of produc: 
ing*fruit unto eternal life in ma- 
ny a wilderness and eolitary 
place, during the present gene- 
ration; while we are assured 
that it will shortly spring forth 
in a harvest’ of * righteousness 
and - praise before’ all the © na- 
tions.” 

In the combined exertions of 
the Christian world for the 
spread of revealed truth, the 
Connecticut Bible Socicty has 
taken apart: The past year, 
notwithstanding public embar- 
rassments, the hearts of many 
people in the State have been 
disposed to contribute generous- 
ly toitsfunds. To apply those 
funds in advancing the great ob- 
jects of the Society has employ- 
ed the attention of the Commit- 
tec. 

At the date of their last re- 
port they had on hand 582 Bi- 
bles. Since that time they have 
purchased 1500, making in the 


‘wholé 2082. Of these 176 re- 


main-on hand. The rest: have 
heen distributed as:follows : to 
Subscribers 340 ;"to sundry per- 
sons in the State for gratuitous 


_ distribution 568 ; to various parts 


out of the ‘State for the same 
purpose 998 ; vik: to Vermont 


' Bible Society 100; to sundry 


| places in Vermont 36 ; to-a Fe. 
| male Charitable Society in Wij. 
| liamelown, Mass. 50; to the Ke. 
male Bible Society, Dutchess 
County, New York, 144; to 
sundry places im New-York 635 
to Pennsylvania, northérn coun. 
ties, 100 ; to Ohio Bible Society 
200 ; to New Connecticut 100 ; 
to East Tennessee Bible Society 
100 ; to St. Louis in the Mis. 
souri ‘l'erritory 100 : making in 
the whole distributed since last 
May 1906. In. the course of the 
year, the Committee received 
a donation of 50 ‘Testaments; 
which have been distributed. 

‘Since the organization: of the 
Society, six) years ‘ago, there 
have -been purchased’ with the 
funds of the Society © 12,223 Bi- 
btes of which 2861 ‘have been 
delivered to subscribers; 3962 
to various persous for gratuitous 
distribation in the State, and 5225 
have been sent to the destitute 
in other States.. 150 Testaments 
have also been distributed by the 
Committee. ” 

A’ short time before the last 
meeting of the Society $ 500 
had been appropriated in aid of 
an edition of the Krench Bible 
printing io New York. That 
sum has been transmitted, and 
as soon 2s the work shall be 
completed as many copies as the 
grant will purchase at prime 
cost, will be subject:to the order 
of the Committee. 

Bible Societies inthe new set- 
tlements are already numeroas : 
and others it is éxpected will 
shortly be fornied... The grant 
of Bibles from us to them, has 
served both as an encourage- 
ment to:their operations, and as 





thiecheapest, safest, and mostel- 
fectuat. way of commuricating 
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the word of life fromus to the 
destitute in those distant regions. 
While so wide a door for send- 
ing abroad the Scriptures has 
been opened, and while multi- 
tudes even in our own country 
are hastening to the judgment 
without, them, the Committee 
have acted under the impres- 
sion that no unnecessary delay 
should be allowed in distributing 
them to the utmost of their 
ability. Hence the year had 
not half revolved, before the 
money in the treasury, for pres- 
ent use, was appropriated, and 
the Bibles which were purchas- 
ed with it, except a number to 
meet the calls of subscribers, 
were distributed. And such 
was the embarrassment of our 
national affairs, that it was 
thought inexpedient to com- 
mence any special exertions for 
new supplies of the treasury. 
We now confidently hope that, 
with the return of peace, the 
friends of the cause will advance 
with new activity and liberality 
to its support. Never was the 
entrance of the kingdom of 
heaven so widely opened to 
mankind as it now is. Never 
were the importance and the 
encouragement of opening it still 
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wider, more manifest. The dis- 
position of men to receive the 
word of God is, in many places, 
scarcely less indicative of a di- 
vine hand, than the correspond- 
ing disposition to communicate 
it. Both together intimate the 
near approach of the. happy 
period when the knowledge of 
the Lord shall fill the earth. 
The members of this Society 
will not be backward to share in 
the happiness and the honor of 
being instrumental to the ad- 
vancement of that period. 
From a cause which combines 
the exertions of the hody of 
Christians in all parts of the 
world; and in which they are 
invited to be workers together 
with God, in effectuating the 
great ends for which the Re- 
deemer died, the good people of 
this State will not withhold their 
aid. Successive generations will 
come forward to its support, till 
“there shall be no need for one 
to say to another, know the 
Lord, for all shall know him 
from the least even unto the 
greatest.” 


In the name of the Committee, 
Henry A. Rowranp, Cli. 
Hartford, May !, 1815. 


OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 
His Excellency JOHN COTTON SMITH, President. 


Hon. JEDIDIAH HUNTINGTON, New-London, 
Rev. SAMUEL NOTT, Franklin, 

Rev. LYMAN BEECHER, Litchfield, 

Rev. DAN HUNTINGTON, Middletown, 


Vice Pres- 
idente. 


HENRY HUDSON, Hartford, Secretary. 


JOSEPH ROGERS, Hartford, Treasurer. 
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ltis Hon. CHAUNCEY GOODRICH, Hartford, } 
SAMUEL PITKIN, Esq. East-Hartford, 

Hon THEODORE DWIGHT; Hartford, . 

Rev. HENRY A: ROWLAND, Windsor, 

Rey. CALVIN CHAPIN, Wethersfield,: ° 
ICHABOD L. SKINNER, Esq. Hartford, 

Rev. SAMUEL GOODRICH, Berlin, 

Rev. NOAH PORTER, Farmington, 

Rev. ABEL FLINT, Hartford, J 


a 


Directing Committee. 





Rev. ABEL FLINT, Hartford, general Agent for putchasing 
and distributing Bibles, to whom applications for Bibles are to be 
made. 

Agents have been appointed in most of the towns in the State, 
for soliciting and receiving subscriptions and donations. Those 
Agents are requested to make theif returns either to the Treas- 
urer at Hartford, or to Julius Deming, Esq. Litciifield ; Guy Rich. 
ards, Esy. New- London, or Charles Sherman, New. Haven, as may 
be most convenient. These gentlemen are appointed Agents of 
deposit, and will be furnished with Bibles from time to time, to 
supply all who may apply to them for their anoual dues, as mem:- 
bers of the Society, upon being duly certified that payments have 


‘been made entitling the applicants to Bibles. ‘To them also ap- 


plications may be made for Bibles for gratuitous distribution. 


The following gentlemen are appointed Agents to search out 
the poor, in their respective vicinitics. and to supply them with 
Bibles, viz. Deacon Platt Cooke, Danbury ; Rev. Roswel R. Swan, 
Norwalk ; Hon. John Davenport. Stamford ; Jonathan Hunting- 
ton, Esq. Haddam ; Jonathan Lay, Esq. Saybrook ; Rev. Willem 
Lyman, D. D. East-Haddam ; Jonathan Barnes, Esq. Tolland ; 
Jabez Clark, Esy. Windham ; and Rev. Joel Benedict, D. D. 
Plainfield. The above named Agents are requested to apply for 
Bibles, as they shall need them. to the gerieral Agent at Hartford, 
or to the Agents of deposit before mentioned. 

Ichabod L. Skinner, Esq. and the Rev. Messrs. Samuel Good- 
rich, Calvin Chapin, and Henry A. Rowland, are a Committee to 
correspond with the Agents for receiving and soliciting subscrip- 
tions and donations, with powers to appoint other Agents for that 
purpose, as from time to time they may find necessary. 





Disbursements by order of the Directing Committee, for the year ending 
Jay 1, 1815. 


For 1500 Bibles a 62 1-2 cts. 937 50} twine for the Agent, 1 57 
For aid in the pubiication of For printing annual Report 
French Bibles, 500 and Receipts, 47 97 
For freight and transporta- For postage of letters, 8! 
tion of Bibles, 58 67] errr 
For boxes, for do. 6 | Total amount of disburse- 1552 52 
For wrapping paper and ments, ee 
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TREASURER’S ACCOUNT CURRENT: 


D Connecticut Bible Society, in Arcount with Joseph Rogers, Cr 
® > as their Treasurer, from May 1, 1814, to May 1, 1815. . 


BY, va Yh Ya “a “h “a “Ah “a fh a a he dB Db AA dn he AD 
1815. 
Tocash paid for sun- 
dries, by order of the 
Committee, as 


per 
then | statement, 1552 52 
May l, To balance credited 
in. new account, 3416 81 





———— 


$ 4969 33 
a 


Permanent fund, 








Ninety six life mem- 
bers, . $2880 
o be ex- 
pended,, 556 81 
% 3416 81 
, — 
Examined by 
Henry Hopson, . 
Sanver Pirxin, Suditens. 


Wen vee 
1814, 
May |, By balance as per 
Statement, viz. 
Permanent fund, 
Eighty-two life mem- 
bers . § 2460 
Tobe exp’d. 491 52 





isis. 2951 52 
May 1, By amount of dona- 

tions as per prece- 

ding statement, 1855 34 
By interest, a8 per : 





receding state- 
a, 162 47 
$ 4969 33 
May], By balance, as a- 
bove, $ $416 81 
E -- —-—____] 


Josern Rogers, Treasurer. 


Connecticut Moral Society. 


Art an annual meeting of the 
Connecticut Moral Society, holden 
at the State-Hause, in Hartford, on 
Wednesday May 17th, 1815. 

On motion adjourned witil to- ; 





‘ 


half of the Society in the evening, 


at the North Meeting-House, by 
the Rev. Samuel p. Willian 
from Micah iv. 5. 
Thursday morning half past 7 
o'clock, May 18, 1815. 
Proceeded to the choice of of- 





morrow morning’ at half past 7 ,ficers for the Society for the year 
¢’clock, then to meet at the Court- ensuing. The following persons 
Room. _ were chosen to the offices affixed - 

A Sermon was preached in be- to their name respectively. i 


Hon. JOHN TREADWELL, Esq. President. | 


Hon. ZEPHANIAH SWIFT, 
Hon. TAPPING REEVE, | 
Hon. SIMEON BALDWIN, 


JEREMIAH DAY, Esq. Corresponding Secretary. 


| THOMAS DAY, Esq. Recording Secretary. 
Vox. VIL. NO, 6. Re 





Vice-Presidenis. 






















































‘Rev. CALVIN CHAPIN, 


SYLVESTER GILBERT, Esq. 


Rev. LYMAN BEECHER, 
Gen. GARRIT SMITH, 


The Rev. Aaron Dutton was 
appointed to preach the Sermon at 
the next semi-annual meeting ; and 
the Rev. Nathaniel W. Taylor 
was appointed to supply his place 
in case of failure. 

The following 2 vy of the 
Committee of the iety, was 
read and appreved, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The Committee of the Connect- 
icut Society for the Promotion of 
Good Morals, report that from in- 
formation received from the Branch: 
Societies, it appears that the: mem- 
bers of this Society, in different 
parts of the State, have succesfully 
exerted their influence to discoun- | 
tenance immoralities and to give 
efficacy to the laws of the State ; 
and that there has been an increas- 
ed vigilance and decision, on the 
part or informing officers and ma- 
gistrates to detect and punish vi- 
olations of law. 

That the profanation of the 
Sabbath, by unnecessary travel- 
ling and by labor and recreation, 
has visibly and greatly declined. 
That the use of ardent spirits as 
an act of hospitality or of daily 
indulgence in the family has, to a 
considerable extent, been discon- 
tinued ; and that farmers and other 
jaborers convinced of its inutili- 


ty and danger have in some in- | 


stances discontinued, wholly the 
use of ardent spirits as a stimu- 
lant to labour ; and that generally, 
it is used with increased circum- 
spection and in diminished quan- 


Coniiccticut Moral Society. 


Gen. JEDIDIAH HUNTINGTON, ) 
Hon. ROGER M. SHERMAN, 
‘SYLVANUS BACKUS, Esq. 







Committee. 





d 


It appears also, that the opposj- 
tion experienced in some instan- 
ces, by Branch Societies, has sub- 
sided upon a more correct under- 
standing of their specific objects, 
and on witnessing the salutary ef. 
fécts of their exertions. 

The following articles of agree- 
ment adopted by one of the Branch 
Societies, are submitted to the So- 
ciety as a specimen of the senti- 
ments which appear to animate 
them all. 


Articles of Agreement, §<. 
I. OF THE USE OF ARDENT SPIRITS, 


Arr. 1. THAT no use shall be 
made of ardent spirits at any 
Meeting of this Society. 

Art. 2. That we will, by our 
conversation and example, dis- 
countenance ‘the common and dai- 
ly.use of ardent spirits: in private 
families. 

Ant. 3. That we will not in 
family or social visits, consider 
ourselves bound in honor to make 
ardent spirits a part of the enter- 
tainment. 

Art. 4. That we will by pet- 
suasion, or other proper means, 
endeavor to prevent a daily and 
habitual use of ardent spirits 
among our laborers. 

Arr. 5. That-it shall be con- 
sidered the duty of any Member 
of this Society who shall see any 
person residing within its limits 
evidently “intoxicated, timely to 
admonish him, when sober, if he 





‘ities, 


judge it to be useful: and ‘on ste: 
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ing any future like offence, take 
such further measures as he shall 
judge expedient. 

Art. 6. That we will use our 
influence to discourage and pre- 
vent the buying and selling of ar- 
dent spirits in small quantities, 
contrary to law. 


II. OF SABBATH BREAKING. 


Art. 1. THAT as it is the du- 
ty of all Christian people regular- 
ly to assemble on the Sabbath for 
the worship of God, we will use 
our best endeavors to induce our 
tellow citizens duly to attend pub- 
lic worship on said day, in the 
congregation (to which they pro- 
tess to belong; or in some other 
congregation) where the doctrines 
inculcated and the mode of wor- 
ship are the most agreeable to 
their faith and religious senti- 
ments. 

Art 2. That weand our house- 
holds will neither labor, travel, nor 
recreate ourselves on the Sabbath 
contrary to law—and will hold 
ourselves bound to aid the magis- | 
trates and informing officers in the 
execution of the law, when duly 
called upon to assist them. 

Arr. 3, That as travellingoh 
the Sabbath, for business or pleas- 
ure, is a public affront offered to 
God and the State, we will, on all 
proper occasions both in :words 
and actions, (beside those duties 
which ‘are enjoined by order of 
law,) bear open testimony against 
the practice. | 


Ill. OF PROFANE SWEARING, 


THAT we will on all occa- 
sions, both by words and actions, 
bear testimony against profane 
swearing and cursing which we 





may witness ; and will take care 


that our own conversation do not 
even border on profaneness; or be 
expressive of malignant passions. 


IV. OF SLANDER. 


THAT we will in our inter- 
course with each other, and with 
society around us, be careful not to 
sow discord ; or invent, take up, 
or propagate falsehood concerning 
our fellow men ;, and especially 
men in autherity ; nor will we 
publish facts concerning them, 
tending to lessen their weight and 
influence, without satisfactory evi- 
dence of their truth and certain- 
ty. 

" Vv. OF GAMBLING. 


THAT as gaming is prohibited 
by law, and as we consider it one 
of the most frujtful sources of evil 
to society ; we will neither gam- 
ble ourselves, nor suffer those un- 
der our authority to play at any 
prohibited game, nor suffer gam- 
ing in our houses ; and will use our 
utmost endeavors by persuasion 
and other proper means to suppress 
the practice. 


ADDITIONAL ARTICLE. 


THAT we will restrain our 
children, and those under our ¢are 
from being abroad or in the streets 
at unseasonable hours in the eveé- 
ning, and will ‘solemnly warn them 
against associating with persons of 
irreligious and immoral habits. 


The following resolves reported 
by the Committee were also adop- 
ted.— 


Whereas meetings composed of 
members of this Society, and the 
informing officers of neighboring 


towns, have been held to concert _ 





' 








528 Revival of Religion in Poughkeepsie. 


iiéasures for thé more effectual ex- 
écution of the laws of this State 
and have been attended with good 
effect, 

Resolvéd, that it be reéommend- 
ed to tue members of this Society, 
yh the different parts of the State, 
that they patronize such associa- 
tions as a means, happily calcula- 
ted to strengthen brauch Societies, 
and render their efforts more ef- 
fectual. | : 

Resolved, that it he recommend- 
éd to the several Branch Socie- 
ties, that they patronize the dis- 
tribution of Tracts as one of the 
means of accomp ishing the end 
of their institution. 

It is with peculiar pleasure we 
State that County Societies sup 
ported by auxiliaries, in the sev- 
etal towns, and independerit asso- 





(Sune, 


¢iations have been Organized j 
the States of Massachusetts, sie: 
Hampshire, Vermont, New York 
and Ohio, and have commenced 
their operation with a decisj 
which has already had an auspj- 
cious influence apon the cause of 
morals, that the spirit of reforma- 
tion is unquestionably rising and 
extending in otir land—indica- 
ting, that the work is the Lord’s— 
and justifying the cheering hope, 
that he who hath begun it will 
cause it to extend through the na- 
tion. 


Voted, that the Cormmittee be 
tequested to prepare their Report 
for publication, and cause it to be 
printed in the Connecticut Evan- 


| gelical Magazine. 


Adjourned, sine die. 





RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


ercereee 


A NARRATIVE of the Revioalof 


Religion, in the Reformed Dutch 
Church at Poughkeepsie, under 
the Pastoral care of the Rev. 
Cornetivs C. Cuyter.—Pub- 
lished by order of the Classis of 
Poughkeepsie. 


L£xtract from the Minutes of the 


Classis of Poughkeepsie, April 
18, 1815, 


Resolved; That the: Rev. Cor- 
nelius C. Cuyler, be requested to 
furnish tor publication, a Narrative 
of the revival which has recently 
taken place in the church and con- 


_gtefation of Poughkeepsié, and that 


three hundred copies be printed at 
the expense of this Body. 





| 


NARRATIVE, &. 


Rev. Brerien, 

1 CoMMUNICATE with pleasure, 
according toyour request,an account 
of the glorious work which the Lord 
nes wrought in the church and con- 

tion committed to my care. 
It Fis indeed been a work which 
has been we marked as his 
own. No one else could have dong 
it—his power and grace are abun- 
dantly manifest in it, and he shall 
have the glory of it ascribed to him. 
—In making the detail I shall be as 
precise and as particular as circumi- 
stances will permit. 

During the year 1813, this church 
and congregation were in a coldand 
distracted ae _— of roe! 

rayi eople hung down, 
Sneir pa were heavy and sac— 
labor was a burden to me, and 
had it in serious contemplation to 
give up my charge, and sce whether 
the Lord had not work for me + 
séthe otlier part of his vineyard. 








1815.) 


The year 1814, opened with a 
shore favorable prospect. The word 
and ordinances of God were better 
attended than usual, and we had 
from time to time some faint hope, 
Some distant expectation, that a 
good work had commenced. One 
‘reason of our hope was, that our 
Wednesday evening ptayer meet- 
ing, (which has been kept up near- 
ly all the time of my ministry,) be- 
came so crowded that we were 





obliged to remove from private 
heuses to the church. In the month | 
ef April last, another prayer meet- | 
ioe was opened in the church on | 
Sabbath evenings, which has uni- | 
formly been well attended. (It was | 
laid aside of Course for the winter | 
season, when | preach in the eve- 
ning ; but has again been resu- 
med.) Both these meetings I have 
uniformly attended, when not ab- 
sent from the place From this 
time our praying people were con- 
siderably engaged They were 
drawn out to pray specially to the 
Lord for a revival of his work. 
‘Through the last summer fears and 
hopes predominated alternately. 

e last Sabbath in July, and the 
first and second Sabbaths in August, 
T was absent. But the prayer meet- 
ings were continued, although the 
were not so well attended as usual. 
On the evening of one of those days, 
¥ am informed that those who usu- 
ally officiated in prayer were much 
cepressed and discouraged; so much 
$0, as to say to one another, “* What 





will become of us?” One of them 
intimated a hope, that the Lord 
would ay Visit us with a bles- 
sing. From this time we date the 
commencement of the revival, al- 
though there was no public appear- 
ance of it till sometime in Novem- 


great ardency in prayer, and strong 
desires for a blessing from the Lord. 
Since November there have been 
prayer meetings every evening in 
the week, except when there was 
preaching ; I have uniformly at- 
tended them, and lectured from 
some passage of Scripture. Except 
Wednesday evenings, they have 





been held at private houses in dif- 
ferent parts of the congregation. 
The private houses have been 
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crowded—-At the Church there 
were generally from one to threé 
hundred present ; 1 Have no doubt 
that the Lord has answered prayer 
—~ this work. has been a 

sought by his people, and has 
evidently blessed them. 

It has been a fieculiarly deef and 
solemn work. Our meetings have 
generally been, literally houses of 
mourning. Never, under auy cir- 
cumstances, have I seen such deep 
sorrow and humility. I have seen 
a whole assembly, consisting of ta¢ 
least a hundred, sitting in tears be- 
before the exercises commenced, 
and during the exercises, moved to 
sobbing, so that I have felt afraid to 
proceed—This was equally the case 
under the promises of the gospe) as 
under the terrors of the law—In- 
deed, mercy and grace appeared 
to have the most effect to move: 
I think that the consideration of 
God’s mercy and gooduess to sin- 
ners, in sparing them, in restraining 
them, in twee | such a Saviour, 
in shewing them their need of him, 
and making them willing and desi- 
rous of being saved by him, has 
caused more sorrow than all things 
else. I have seen or heard very 
little of the terrors ofthe law. Their 
hearts have been too deeply hum- 
bled to be greatly terrified. They 
have generally very soon been 
brought to fecl what it is to have 
“a broken heart and contrite spir- 
it.” They liave remarkably hum- 
bling views of themselves. I con- 
sider Nae humility of soul as dis- 
tinguishing the work. 

he work has not been confined 
to any Class of moral character. J 
believe that as moral a man as I 
have ever known has been a sub- 


| ject of its saving influence ; and 
ber. From this time there was | 


there are certainly some of the vilest 


_ of the vile who have been brought to 


hate their sin, and love ard practise 
holiness. There are some among the 
number, several of the votares of 
pleasure who were last year gay and 
dissipated ; whose hearts vibrated 
to the notes of the viol, and re- 
joiced in the follics of the ball- 
room. Very few cf those who have 
been affected by the work have 

assed the middie age. The work 


‘has chiefly been among the voung, 

















230 Revival of Religion in Poughkeepsie, - [Junn, 


and a considerable part of them 
have been my catechumens. There 
js among the converts a man of 
seventy-four—He is a Canadian by 
birth, he can neither read nor write, 
speaks the English language very 
imperfectly, and was educated a 
Roman Catholic—.I have seen a 
child of seven years of age, who 
has been considerabiy exercised, 
and another of nine, who I hope has 
'ecome savingly acquainted with 
the Redeemer—Aged sinners have 
been comparatively but Little affict- 
ced, ‘he most of the work bas been 
among the middling class in life, 
but there are instances in both ex- 
iremes— here are in onc extreme, 
ten or twelve poor, illiterate Afri- 
cans, who are rejoicing in the hope 
of the gospel —Ethiopia is thus 
stretching out her hands unto God. 
With resfect tu doctrines, would 
remark, that the whole truth as it 
is in Jesus, has been intended to be 
declared without any reference to 
the consequences which might re- 
sult from 1t—The total depravity of 
man; the just judgment of God 
against him as a fallen and rebel- 
lious creature ; his entire inability 
ta atone for sin, or raise himself to 
the enjoyment of the favor of God ; 
the necessity of a radical change by 
the supernatural operation of the Ho- 
ty Spirit ; God’s unspeakable love in 
ihe gift of the Saviour ; the charac- 
ter, natures, offices, and work of the 
blessed Redeemer ; God’s unchange- 
able and electing love ; his faithtul- 
ness in Carrying on and completing 
the work which he commences in 
the heart, fulfilling his own purpos- 
es; the peculiar consolations of the 
gospel, and particularly its nice and 
accurate adaptedness to the several 
situations in which poor sinners fir 
themselves ; the experience of God’s 
children under various circumstan- 
ces; the misery and danger which 
attend a continuance in sin ; the 
awful state of the wicked in eterni- 
ty ; and the blessedness of the re- 
deemed, are all subjects which 
have been called un, elucidated and 
enforced. ‘The evidences of a gra- 
cious state, have also frequently 
been elucidated, and care has been 
taken to do away those false impres- 





upon impuises, frames and feelings; 
they have been taught to prove 
themselves by the law and the teg- 


| timony. The peculiar doctrines of 


race have generally been well rel- 
Pied, and when difficulties have 
occurred, they have easily been re- 
moved by frce conversation: I have 
generally found them teachable and 
willing to submit to the decision of 
the Scriptures. This has been the 
more happy, as attempts have been 
made to prejudice the. minds of some, 
by cavilling against the doctrines of 
grace as inconsistent with moral 
agency and the use of means, or by 
misrepresenting them as leading to 
licentiousness. It has been a stand- 


| ing rule with us to have'no collision 


with those who differ from us, and 
to declare the truth without a ref- 
erence to the sentiments of others — 
This has had a very favorable effect, 
for, although it has not the 
mouths of gainsayers, it has led se- 
rious seekers to think more favora- 
biy of the doctrines of grace. The 
doctrines which 1 have mentioned 
are those which have been embrac- 
ed by the converts—It is difficult to 
tell what doctrines have been found 
most comfortable, as there has been 
a considerable variety of exercises 
of mind—I believe, however, that 
the all sufficiency of the Saviour, 
the unspeakable love of God in the 
gift of him, and the freeness of the 
grace of God in the salvation of sin- 
ners, have had the greatest effect to 
comfort. But as various doctrines 
have in the first instance been ap- 
plied to the conviction of the siner, 
sohave different truths at differ- 
ent times been blessed to the com- 
fort of the soul. ‘ 
Under the first deep impressions, 
those who have been exercised by 
them have been very earnest and 
importunate in firrayer—They have 
also been very constant in their at- 
tendance upon the means of grace, 
and free in conversing upon the 
state of their souls—their state of 
mind has often been indicated by 
great sadness and depression of 
countenance: some were bowe 
down and distressed for weeks in 
succession ; others were brought 
to the enjoyment of peace and comr 





sions which arise from a dependence 


fort in a few days—I have also re 
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imarked that those whose minds 
have been seriously exercised, were 
found of being together—Similarity 
of situation created fellowship of 
feeling—I have frequently spent 
from one to two hours in conversa- 
tion with them after meeting, and 
often had a difficulty in sending 
them away from the place of meet- 
ing—I believe I could have kept 
them together all night on some oc- 
casions. They have been very 
earnest in prayer for their pastor, 
veseeching the Lord to spare and 
support him, and lay liberally to 
his hands of the words of eternal 
life. The conduct. of those who 
have made a profession, or been 
brought to entertain a hope, has 
generally been humble and exem- 
plary. i believe they are all much 
engaged in prayer, and seeking to 
grow in grace and Christian knowl- 
edge.—-In many instances their 
growth is very mianifest—The 
Scriptures are much read and 
when they meet with difficulties 
they are very ready to ask expla- 
nations. They appear to be sensi- 
ble that they are and can be saved 
by grace alone, through faith, and 
that not of themselves, it is the gift 
of God—-The righteousness of 
Christ is very precious to them. 
There are a number who give 
hopes of being very useful in the 
church ; three and pethaps four, 
contemplate the gospel ministry ; 
two of them have been pursai 
classical studies for some time. 
have generally great reason to be 
satisfied with their walk and con- 
versation, 

It cannot be that such a work 
should not have a considerable ef- 
fect on sotiety generally—It very 
early attracted public attention.— 
For .more than two montlis the 
world stood looking on with silent 
astonishment, and scarcely a word 
was uttered against it—But since 
that time they have talked very 
freely. Some have called us enthu- 


Siastic—cothers mad. Some have 
attributed the effect to the efforts 
of the ministers—others call the 
whole a delusion. 

Of this, however, we are certain ; 
religion generally is more respected 
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than ever it was; its ordinances 
are better attended, and the morals 
of society are much improved.— 
We have much less profane swear- 
ing, tavern--haunting, gambling, 
drunkenness, and sabbath breaking. 
— Religion has become a subject of 
general conversation, and sinners 
are less bold and open in their 
wickedness. So much general seri- 
ousness has never before been wit- 
nessed among us ; and the circum- 
stance of having so many brought 
to the knowledge of the truth in 
early life, gives a hope that the 
cause of God will long live and 
flourish here. It will be as salt to 
weap the mass of community 
rom corruption in time to come, 
—The cause of God is greatly 
strengthened in this quarter, and 
many fervent prayers are offered 
up for its prosperity to the ends of 
the world. : 

In January we received forty four 
into the communion of the church— 
during the present month we have ‘ 
received forty-four more. It is hop- 
ed that about one hundred and ten 
have been brought to the knowledge’ 
of the truth in our congregation 
alone, and probably nearly as many 
more in the other congregations in 
this place. A number still appear 
to be anxiously seeking the Lord ; 
and we still hear of new cases of 
awakening, though not so frequently 
as heretofore. Within a week or two 
I think the attention has encreased. 
At first it was confined tothe vil- 
lage, but has since exended to two 
districts in the country, from one 
of which we have received six 
members, and the other two. ‘The 
work is the Lord’s, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes» How long it 
will continue, or what the final re-: 
sult may be, HE alone knows. 
With him I would leave it, and to 
him be all the glory. Inthe course 
of this revival Thee had abundant 
reason to feel'myseif a mere earthen 
vessel which He condescends touse, : 
but which he can easily dispense 
with. 

From this narrative, you will rea- 
dily perceive, dear brethren, that 
the Lord has visited this place, and 
especially this congregation with 
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Joving kindness and tender mercy. 
He has been to usas dew and rain 
from heaven, watering our parched 
fields, and making them fo bring 
forth abundanily.—His dealings 
with this church and people for six 
years past have been marvéllous— 
then it consisted of abeut forty 
members, and three hundréd and 
one have since been received into its 
communion, chiefly from the wide 
world.—He has laid us under infi- 
nite obligation of love, and grati- 
te, and praise...Oh, that Ais bless- 
ing may be upon us inthe time to 
come, as it has been in days that are 
ast, and evet!’ more abundantly, 
Vith hin is the residue of the Spir- 
it. Oh, that He may be poured out 
upon you, my bejoved brethren, and 
your people, until you shall say, “It 
isenough, Lord, it isenough.” With 
ardent prayers, that an abundant 
blessing, from God, our heavenly 
Father, and Jesus Christ, our divine 
and ever blessed’ Reedewer, through 
the effectual operation of the Holy 
Ghost, mav rest upon you, and your 
people, and the Israel of God, for- 
ever, I subscribe myself, 
Your affectionate fellow-laborer 
and brother in the Gospel. 
CorneEius C. CuxLer. 
Poughkeepsie, April 24, 1815. 


—<D+o-— 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION, 


. Tre pleasing revivals of religion 
which have recently taken place, 
and which are now progressing, 
under the gracious influences of the 
Spirit of Good, the Editors think it 
would be improper to pass by with- 
out some particular notice. They 
do this, both for the sake of mani- 
festing their sense of the great 
mercy of God, and of affording 
their readers some further inform- 
ation respecting these interesting 
events, than perhaps some of them 
have been able to obtain. 

Of all religious revivals, which 
have taken place in our country for 
a number of years past, none ap-,| 
pear so mteresting, so favarable to 
the prospects of our Zion, and to 


(Sung, 
as those in which the Spirit of g} 
vine grace Visits our seminaries of 
Jearning- When we hear of a re. 
vival in a particular congregation 
or in a number of congregations, 
the friends of religion rejoice, in 
the persuasion that a holy God is 
there gathering immortal souls to 
Christ Jesus, that hé is purifying 
and strengthening his church, that 
he is providing the means of a faith- 
ful maintenance of religious ordor 
and practical godliness, in such 
laces, for many years to come— 
t when we contemplate a work 
of divine grace in our literary in- 
stitutions, Composed of youths col- 
lected from all parts of our country, 
possessed ofrichmentalendowments, 
aml preparing, by the advantages 
of a liberal education, for activity 
and influence in. society, the pros- 
pects of Zion are extensively bright- 
ening, the church. looks forward 
with hope, and error, usually, shel- 
tering under the covert of igno- 
rance, or vaunting in the pride of 


superior learning, eS Con- 
founded. In reflecting on a revival 
in any place, one of the most plea- 


og, commberanons with the friends 
of Zion always is, that, among the 
youths who are there calléd into the 
| kingdom of the Redeemer, thee are 
probably some whom God designs 
to make influential in society, and 
eminently useful in the church of 
Christ. An awakening in a litera- 
ry seminary naturally produces a 
hope that the greater part of the 
subjects of the work are thus tobe 
made rich blessings to their fellow- 
men. : 
While we acknowledge the great 
goodness of God in his_ merciful 
regard to the interests of religion 
in. our Country for many years past, 
while it becomes us to notice with 
gratitude the exertions which he is 
disposing his people to make for the 
Eomoreine of his pr and * 
requent visitations of his grace 
which he has been supplying and. 


| increasing our churches, it ought to 


be particularly remembered that 
the most of our important Semina- 
ries of education have been blessed 
with the rich effusions of his grace. 


As the evidence of this, many of the 





the general interests of the church, 


younger pastors of our churches; 
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who afford a fair prospect of being 
eminent blessings to the cause of the 
Redeemer, as well as many in civil 
life, who are noless ornaments of 
the Christian character than of 
their respective professions, fix the 
cémmencement of their Christian 
life at those interesting periods. The 
venerable literary Institution, which 
is the most ancient of any in New- 
England, which was founded with 
many prayers, and nurturéd in its 
early state by the ardent hope and 
strong faith of our pious progenitors, 
which has been a rich blessing to 
our churches a8 well as to our civil 
interests, has been, for many years 
past, in aa degree passed by. But 


we believe it is not forgotten in the | 


mercy of the Lord. The friends of 
Zion may wellentertain a hope that 
it may be said in this case as of an- 
cient Israel, ‘‘ For a small moment 
Have 1 forsaken thee: but with 
great mercies will I gather thee. In 
2 little wrath I hid my face from 
thee for a moment ; but with ever- 
lasting kindnéss will I have mercy 
on thee, saith the Lord thy Redeem- 
er.” 

The staternents which follow are 
derived from sources entitled to full 
credit, and if it should hereafter 
appear that they are incorrect in 
some particulars, it is believed the 
information is as full as can now 
be obtained. 


The state of religion in Yale- 
College has been interesting to the 
friends of divine truth for a number 
of years past. In the vear 1802, 
the Institution experienced a great 
work of divine grace. About two 
years since, a moderate refreshing 
was again experienced from the 
mercy of the . In no period 
since the revival in 1802, has the 
state of religion in that Seminary 
been so low as it was before that 
event. 

Since the commencement of the 
present collegiate year, which was 
ast September, by the latter part 
of the winter three deaths had ta- 
ken place among the students, all 
of whom were members of the 
church. This mysterious appoint- 
ment of a holy Providence produ- 

Vor. VIII. No. 6. 


ced in the surviving members of the 
}church a deep consideration, with 
a humble and solemn enquiry, why 
God was thus visiting their little 
band, why he was thus thinning 
| their ranks by the great destroyer. 
Meetings for special prayer were 
held by the members of the church, 
that pre He humble themselves 
before » implore his pardoning 
mercy and a gracious return of his 
saving love. eir united suppli- 


cations were directed to the subject. 


‘of a revival of religion in college. 
Their meetings were soon found to 
have an increased degree of inter- 
est, of fervor, and solemnity.— 
While they continued to pray, they 
began to hope that God would be 
mindful of them in the holy com- 
munications of hit grace. 

‘The first appearance of the pres- 
ent revival was on the day of the 
State Fast, the 24th of March. At 
the public worship on-that day, the 
Presicent delivered two sermons 
which were peculiarly solemn and 
‘impressive. A number of the stu- 
dents appeared affected and unusu- 
ally solemn. At the evening pray- 
ers in the Chapel, was read the ac- 
count of the life and awful death of 
the noted infidel, Francis Newport.* 
The account, eminently suited to 
such a juncture made a very deepim- 

ression upon many of the hearers. 
On the succeeding Sabbath, the op- 
erations of divine power, in awak- 
ening in the minds of many a deep 





concern for their immortal interests, 


| were vety visible. It was evident 


that God was indeed among them. 
The work increased with a great 
rapidity, and, in a few days, there 
were few, among more than 250 
students, who appeared unconcern- 
ed respecting the great salvation. 
A sort of awful solemnity seemed 
to pervade almost the whole, while 
many were deeply distressed with 
conviction of sin. Meetings for 
prayer and religious worship were 
attended every day, at which some 
of the Officers of College were us- 
ually present. ‘he Saturday-eve- 


* This interesting Tract was 
frublished in this Magazine in the 





year 1807. 
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ning meetings, which were very full, 
were attended by the President. 
The Tutors took frequent occasion 
to address their respective classes, 
at the close of their ordinary recit- 
ations, on the great realities of God 
and eternity. None of the college 
exercises were omitted, yet those 
who, by reason of deep distress of 
mind, were incapable. of attending 
to their classical studies, were read- 
ily excused from performing at the 
usual recitations. 

After a few days, the general fer- 
vor of the work appeared, in some 
™measure, to abate. Numbers, who 
partook in the general impression 
of solemnity, without any deep sense 
of sin and guilt in the sight of God, 
as is very Common in such revivals, 
became less affected, and appeared 
to be returning to their former state. 
But many retained a deep sense of 
their awful corruptions of heart, of 
their great transgressions against 
God, ina of the costal doom S hich 
awaits the impenitent. While, in 
many instances, conviction became 
my and deeper, the Holy Spirit 
of God was bringing others to re- 
joice in the Lord with a new song 
of thanksgiving and praise. ‘There 
have been a few instances of per- 
sons who have got comfort and 
hope, after a short period of dis- 
tress, not more than a few days. 
But in most instances their relief 
has been preceded with a deep, 
rational, and. solemn conviction of 
sin, and of the reality of the truths of 
the gospel. A few who have had hope 
for a short season, have subsequent- 
ly been led to fear they have been 
deceived, and their former distress 
and gloom have returned, Of. this 
description there have not been 
more than four or five. The num- 
ber who have obtained hope, and 
give favorable evidence of a saving 
union to Christ Jesus, so far as can 
be judged in so short a time, is about 
sixty. 

Such was the state of this work 
of God’s grace, when the students 
dispersed, at the spring vacation, 
on the tenth of May. May the good 
Spirit of God. return with them in 
the greatness of his mercy, and car- 


ty onhis glorious work to the praise 





of his own sovereign grace, and 
the great joy of his church. 4 


A very interesting work of divine 
ae has lately taken bang in the 
vollege at Princeton, New Jersey, 
Some account of this revival was 
iven in the last Number of the 
agazine. Since the publication of 
that Number, we have seen a very 
valuable publication on the subject 
from the Rev. Dr. Green, the 
President of the College, in the form 
of “A Report to the Trustees of the 
College of New Jersey ; relative to 
a Revival of re aa among the 
Students of said College, in the win- 
ter and spring of the year 1815.” 
From this Report the following ex- 
tract is taken. 


‘* For nearly a year past—that is, 
since the commencement of the last 
summer session—a very large pro- 
portion of the students have attend- 
ed on all the religious exercises and 
instructions of the college with more 
than ordinary seriousness ; and the 
minds of some of them, as now ap- 
pears, were ripening, through this 
whole period, for what has since 
taken place. There was nothing 
more apparent, however, for six 
weeks after the commencement of 
the present session,* than an in- 
a of ee a _— to 

e religious duties of co 3; an 
increase both of the degree of seri- 
riousness, and of the number of 
those in whom it was visible. Eve- 
ry religious service, both on secular 
days and on the Sabbath, was at- 
tended with a solemnity which was 
sensible and impressive. In this 
manner the revival commenced, or 
rather became apparent, in the 


* The winter session of the col 
lege commences six weeks after the 
last Wednesday of September, and 
continues tril the first Thursday af- 
ter the second Tuesday of April. 
The summer session commences 
four weeks after the last mention- 
ed fjreriod, and continues till the last 
Wednesday of Sefitember, which 
is the day of the annual commences 
ment. ' 
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second week of January, without 


any unusual occurrence in provi-- 


dence ; without any alarming event; 
without any extraordinary preach- 
ing, without any special instructian, 
es other wey aie might be anes. 
r apted to interest 

the pa The divine influence 
seemed to descend like the silent 
dew of heaven ; and in about four 
weeks there were very few indi- 
viduals in the college edifice who 
were not deeply impressed with a 
sense of the importance of spiritual 
and eternal things. There was 
— a room—perhaps not one 
—which was not a place of earnest 
secret devotion. For a time it ap- 
peared as if the whole of our charge 
was pressing into the kingdom of 
God ; so that at length the inquiry, 
in regard to them, was, not who 
was engaged about religion? but who 
was not? After this state of things 
had continued, without much varia- 
tion, for about two months, it be- 
came manifest that a change was 
taking place. Some were becoming 
confirmed in the hopes and habits 
of evangelical piety ; some were 
yet serious, thoughtful and prayer- 
ful, though perhaps not in so great 
a degree, or at least not so appar- 
parently, as once they had been ; 
while some were plainly losing the 
impressions which they had lately 
felt. And such has continued to be 
the state of this interesting concern 
to the time of making this report. 
The result is, that there are some- 
what more than forty students, in 
regard to whom, so far as the time 
elapsed will permit us to judge, fa- 
vorable hopes may be entertained 
that — have been made = sub- 
jects of renewing grace. Perhaps 
there are twelve or fifteen more, 
who still retain such promising im- 
pressions of religion as to authorize 
a hope that the issue, in regard to 
most of them, may be favorable. 
And nearly the whole of the remain- 
der show a t readiness to at- 
tend on all the social exercises of 
religion ; not only on those which 
are stated and customary, but those 
which are occasional, and the at- 
cen which is entirely vol- 

: .of the students who 
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are now in the college, a majority* 
a { be viewed as hopefully pious ; 
and a large proportion of the resi- 
due — to possess much tender- 
ness of conscience, and show a very 
desirable regard to religious duties 
and obligations.” 


To this interesting extract, one 
or two remarks may be added. — 
This College has been less the sub- 
ject of revivals, and divine influen- 
ces, for some years past, than most 
of the Colleges in New England. It 
seems, however, to be at length re- 
membered in divine mercy with the 
rich effusions of heavenly grace— 
The students of Princeton College 
are collected from a wider tract of 
territory, than those of any other Col- 
legeinourcountry. They arefromall 
parts of the union, and a large pro- 

rtion of them from the influential 

milies in the southern and west- 
ern States. ‘This joyful event fur- 
nishes, therefore, an animating hope 
that God is about to establish faith- 
ful witnesses for his holy truth, in 
all parts of our lanc. friends 
of Zion will not cease to hope and 
pray that they may be successful 
witnesses, who shall make glad the 
city of our God. 


There is a recent account of the 
hopeful commencement of a reli- 

ious revival in the College at 
Bartmouth Reg ny of bs 

ollege, a subj e revival in 
that Seminary, who belongs at Han- 
over, eng Seay returned home 
from New Haven, soon after his ar- 
rival, gave information to several 
of the students, who were of his ac- 
quaintance concerning the work of 
grace which God was carrying on 
in the Institution of which he was a 
member. This relation, accompan- 
ied by the fervent manner with 
which it was communicated, and 
the visible alteration of character 
in the youth from whom it was re- 
ceived, made a sensible impression 


* The whole number of students 
in the classes of the college is one 
hundred and five ; of whom twelve 
were firofessors of religion when 
the revival began. 
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upon the minds of many of his 
friends) A prayer meeting was 
soon appointed, which was numer- 
ously attended, and appeared to be 
accompanied with signal manifesta- 
tions of the grace of God. In a 
few days the attention appeared al- 
most general among the students, 
and many became very deeply im- 
pressed with a sense of eternal re- 
ulities. The Officers of the Col- 
‘lege took an active interest in the 
wok, the Christiaus were eminent- 
ly animated and fervent, in a hum- 
ble hope that a holy God was about 
to give them the rich experience of 
his grace, in bringing many souls 
from the power of sin to the blessed 

rivileges of his adopied children. 


The greater part of the students | 


appeared to be in a greater or less 
degree interested in the work, and 
it affords a very encouraging pros- 
pect of a rich display of divine, sov- 
ereign grace.—Such was the state 
of the work at the time of which the 
last information is received. There 
appears to be a well founded hope 
that a merciful God is about to con- 
fer upon that Seminary the bles- 
sings of his grace, not less than up- 
on the other Colleges which have 
now been noticed. The friends of 
Zion have every cause to thank 
God and take courage. 

We have lately received infor- 
mation of a special work of divine 
grace in the town of Schenectady. 
How far the College in that place 
becomes a sharer in the blessing, 
we are not informed. ‘There seems, 
however, reason to hope that a ho- 
ly God has mercy in store for that 
literary Institution, and we earnest- 
ly pray in an equal degree as in the 
other Seminaries which have been 
mentioned. 

A very pleasing revival of reli- 
gion has taken place in the course 
of the past winter and the spring, in 
Lenox, County of Berkshire. No 
particular event, in the course of 
divine providence, or in the means 
of grace, appears to have occurred 
which could be considered as the 
means of the commencement of the 
work. The beginning of it was 
gradual, its progress has been reg- 
ular and solemn, like the moving of 
the Spirit of God. A stated pray- 
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er-meéeting had been ¢hserved 

the members of the church for two 
or three years. At times, this was 
attended but by few. During the 
last summer and fall, the prayer- 
meetings became more interesting, 
they were attended by many more 
people, and the services were much 
more animated and fervent. Early 
in the winter it appeared that a 
number of persons were deeply im- 
pressed respecting their spiritual 
interests, and this number was soon 
found to increase. Conferences and 
meetings for religious worship and 
prayer were frequently appointed, 
and were crowded with anxious 
hearers to learn the way of eternal 
life. he attention extended over 
the town, and persons of all ages 
and circumstances became the sub- 
jects of the awakening and convin- 
cing influences of the Spirit of God. 
Winle numbers were brought from 
time to time, to hope in his mercy, 
and rest their eternal prospects on 
his sovereign grace. On one Sab- 
bath in the month of March, twen- 
ty-seven persons were admitted to 
a public dedication of themselves to 
Christ Jesus, and to the communion 
of the church. A cozsiderable pro- 
portion of these had entertained 
hope of their love to the Divine Sa- 
viour, previous to the present revi- 
val. Hut this season seemed to re- 
new and enliven their hope, to en- 
gage them with greater earnestness 
in the love and duties of religion, 
and to convince them of the high 
obligation of confessing Christ be- 
fore men.—On the second Sabbath 
in May, sixty-one persons were re- 
ceived to the communion of the 
church, Of these, thirty-two were 
baptized. The most of these are 
the subjects of the present work of 
divine grace; a large proportion 
of them are persons in middle life. 
The number of baptisms shows that 
in years pest the ordinances of re- 
ligion have been much neglected in 
the town. Under the ministrations 
of the present pastor, the people 


have been favored with two partial 


revivals previous to the present 
Those were much less extensive 
than the one with whiceey ra 
now been visited. 7 work of 
grace still continues, and those whe 
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Jove the Lord Jesus, and the souls of : 


their fellow-men are still encourag- 
ed to hope that a most merciful 
God has yet abundant grace in 
store for them. 

All these revivals, and every oth- 
er of which we hear, show abund- 
antly that the friends of Zion need 
never be discouraged. The dark- 
est times are often the seasons in 
which the King of glory is moving 
from his seat, Coming for the man- 
ifestation of his infinite love, and 
for the redemption of lost sinners. 
** The vision is yet for an appointed 
time, but at the end it shall speak 
and not lie : though it tarry, wait 
for it ; because it will surely come, 
it will not tarry.” 





An Extract of a Letter from Da- 
vid Hudson, Esq. of Hudson, 
(N. Con.) to a Clergyman in 
this State ; dated March 15th, 
1815. 


“ Notwithstanding the demoraliz- 
ing effects of war, the state of soci- 
etv on the Reserve, has been grad- 
pally improving from its first set- 
tlement. We have every year, 
more or less, of the most valuable 
part of your population coming 
amongst us. Time was when Infi- 
delity stalked boldly abroad—when 
a candidate for office, made himself 
popular by ridiculing both revela- 
tion, and those who believed its 
truths ;—that time is past, and, I 
trust for ever, Churches are estab- 
lished—Ministers settled —laws and 
order respected ; and the Spirit ‘of 
(sod in many places poured out 
irom on high. 

** It will rejoice your heart to hear 
that Bible Societies are formed in 
different parts of this State. One 
on the Reserve was lately establish- 
ed by the name of the ‘ Connecti- 
cut Western Reserve Bible Socie- 
ty.” I have already received as 
‘Treasurer to the Society nearly 500 
collars, and I believe there are 
very Considerable sums subscribed, 
which are not yet paid in. Six 
hundred Bibles have been purchased 
and paid for, which are now distri- 





buting. At our meeting a few wecks 
sittce, we appointed a delegate to 
attend at ripen yy next omg § at 
a proposed general meeting of all 
the Bible Societies in the United 
States.” 
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Letters from the American Boerd 
of Commissioners in India to the 
Rev. Dr. Worcester, Secretary 
of the Foreign Missionary So- 
cuety. 


Bombay, April 8, 1814. 


Rev. and dear Sir, 


Our last letters to you were dated 
December 22, and 25, 1813, and 
were sent by the very opportunity, 
by which we had every reason to 
expect, we should be sent to Eng- 
land, Our communications at that 
time were full, (and as correctly 
transcribed as our very limited time 
would allow.) ‘These communica- 
tions, with those which we made in 
October, will furnish you with an 
account of our Circumstances and 
conduct after arriving in India, till 
that date. If they shail have come 
safe to hand, you will no doubt be ex- 
pecting to hear the long-wished-for 
intelligence, of our happy settlement 
among the heathen. it would, in- 
deed, be gratifymg to us to speak 
so comforting a word to your Chris- 
tian hopes and wishes ; as it cer- 
tainly would be, to be able to con- 
sider our anxious suspense brought 
to a happy close. But our gracious 
Sovereign has not yet made known 
to us his decision on our case. After 
residing in Bombay fourtcen months, 
we are still unsettled ; and cannot 
tell you of our assurance, but onl 
of our strong hope, that we sha 
finally be allowed to remain. 

Since the favorable intimations 
from Lord Moira, to your Commit- 
tee in Bengal, we have heard noth- 
ing decisive of the disposition of the 
supreme government; and still re- 
main in the house in which we wee 
placed by this government, when it 
was expected that we should be sent 
away within a fortnight. 

We shall send you herewith, a 
copy of cur Journal to the present 
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date. Mr. Thomsou’s last letter 
expresses the hopes which we en- 
tertain ourselves, respecting our 
staying here. Our hopes are strong, 
and we look on the prospect wit 
great delight. We trust that God's 
wonderful and mercifuldealingswith 
us, are ere long to be crowned with 
the special blessings wehave sought; 
that our mercitul Father hasa work 
for us to do here ; and that his vari- 
ous dispensations have been allotted 
with fatherly tenderness and care, 
and intended to teach us lessons of 
humility, trust, and patience ; gra- 
ces which we have found no more 
easy ¢o our hearts here, than im our 
native land. We would hope that 
they may make us more prepared 
for our work. Pray for us. We 
are sensible that God alone can 
teach us to profit. Because we do 
not depend suitably upon his teach- 
ing, we know that we lose the ad- 
vantage of many valuable lessons. 
Pray for us. The God to whom 

ou pray dwells also in this land. 

ere he dwells in his own almighty 
strength ; and, in answer to the 
prayers accepted from your altars, 
can pour a blessing ; yea, an imme- 
diate blessing upon our heads. He 
can, he may, in the hour of dark- 
ness, light up our path, cheer our 
desponding hearts, dissipate our 
doubts, and fill us with faith and 
love, because you pray for us. 

We have great reason to acknow- 
ledge the kind attention paid to our 
circumstances and wishes, by the 
Rev. Dr. Carey, and by the Rev. 
Mr, Thomason, and G. Udney,Esq. 
acting at his request as your Com- 
mittee in Calcutta. To their ef- 
forts, under God, we are indebted 
for the hopes we now enjoy. Mr. 
Harington, in whose place Mr. 
Udney acted, has lately returned 
to Bengal, so that the only vacancy 
existing in your appointment, is that 
occasioned by the Rev. D. Brown’s 
death, and which is now filled by 
the Rev. Mr. Thomason. The 
kindness of Mr. T. and his ability 
to help us, will appear from the 
letters of which we send you cop- 
ies, and we have every reason to 
love him a$ a Christian and a friend, 
who after all his labors for us, will 
continually help us by his prayers. 
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We know no one whom, for ow 
own parts, we should be so well 
pleased to have fill the vacancy in 
the Committee. 

We re-commenced the study of 
the Mahratta on January ist. after 
having laid it by two months and a 
half. Our time is principally filled 
up with this study, Os ae and 
Greek, and such reading and wri- 
ting, as you will readily conceive, 
We have divine service in our fami- 
ly every Sabbath, at which four or 
hve persons attend. We have a 
prayer meeting, to seek God’s bles- 
sing on our mission here, ev 
Wednesday evening ; and uniform- 
A observe the evening of the first 

onday in every month, as a sea- 
son of prayer for the Church, in 
union with the friends of missions 
in England, and in India. It would 
be very pleasing to be informed, 
whether this season is observed, and 
how extensively, by our friends in 
America, as at present we have no 
appointed season, for a union in 
prayer with them. We have be- 
come acquainted with a few per- 
sons here, who, we hope, are the 
disciples of the Lord Jesus. 

Hitherto we have received no let- 
ters from you, but those which came 
by the Alligator. ‘The box of books 
has not yet arrived, but we have 
reason toexpectit shortly. We are 
extremely anxious to hear from 
you again ; to know how you pros- 
per. How flourishes the Church? 
Are there revivals iv schools, colleg- 
es and congregations? Is there a 
spirit of fervent piety among profes- 
sors of religion ? Is there an ample 
supply of missionaries? From this: 
country we have nothing new to 
communicate ; the little, however, 
that we see and hear of divine 
grace, convinces us, that God can 
work in India. The time we trust 
is at hand, when the number 
missionaries will be much increas- 
ed. ‘The terms of the new Charter, 
we think with Mr. T. encourage 
the hope, that the past difficulties 


of entrance will be removed. In 
regard to future missionaries from 
America, we have only to repeat, 
what we have said in our former 
letters, and to express the desire 
that all may come, who are de- 
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#outly inclined, who are humble, 
zealous, and judicious men, ‘The 
harvest is truly great, and the la- 
borers are few. 

Though unsettled, we think it de- 
sirable that ca!culations should be 
made, on the supposition that there 
will be a mission here. For a part 
of the books at least which you send 
us, we would suggest whether it 
—_ not be expedient, to give an 
erder to your agent in London, to 
procure and send them di- 
rectly to Bombay. Should we be 
even sent to England, we should 
probably arrive there before your 
Agent could execute such an order 
as we have suggested. 

On reading the observations re- 
specting Cochin and the parts ad- 
jacent, we trust you will consider, 
that we only profess to give as good 
an account of what we saw, as our 
cursory view would enable us to 
give. Indeed, when you read 7 
of our observations on this land, 
we hope you will bear in mind the 
difficulty of giving information on 
subjects, with which our opportuni- 
ties have given us but little familari- 
ty. With Christian respect and af- 
fection for yourself, and the Mem- 
bers of the Board, we bid you adieu. 


SAMUEL NotTT, 
Gorpon HALL. 


April 9. 
Rev. and dear Sir, 

We add a few lines to express 
our united gratitude to God, for his 
kindness in bringing us all together, 
after more than two years separa- 
tion, to the place of our choice, and 
with prospects so favorable. God 
has visited us with judgments hard 
to bear, and with mercies for which 
no gratitude is sufficient. Pray for 
us, that we may be knit together in 
love ; that we may be diligent in 
eur calling ; that Ged “ may dwell 
in us, and walk in us,” and that we 
may be faithful unto death. Here- 
after we shall hope to write to you 
m our united Capacity. 

We salute you, and the Board, 
with Christian love, 

SAMUEL NotTT, 
SAMUEL NEWELL, 
Gorpon Hatt. 





Extracts of aLetter from Mr. Nott 
tothe Treasurer of the Board. 


‘¢ My dear Friend, 

“ In regard to the whole expen- 
ses, you will observe, that we have 
been all the while so situated, as to 
be ill prepared to plan and cecono- 
mize,—having been obliged to act 
with the ignorace of strangers, and 
to live from day to day like travel- 
lers. We have great reason to ac- 
knowledge the kindness of God, 
who has taken care of us all along, 
and hitherto enabled us to live in the 
enjoyment of the comforts of life. 
When I took my wife to Philadel- 
phia, 1 had a prospect before me 
which depressed my spirits. But 
God in whom I think I trusted, has 
not caused his faithfulness towards 
me to fail. When I arrived in In- 
dia, I had enough ; when that was 
gone, through kind friends I had 
enough more ; and now, in season 
to save us from drawing on the 
London Society, your remittance 
has arrived, and perhaps we have 
enough on hand now for eight 
months forward.” 

“J am happy to have finished 
what I had to say on business, to be 
able to add a few lines more. When 
at Pondicherry, in December, 1812, 
I wrote you a long letter, and sent it 
to Calcutta to be forwarded by the 
first American ships ; but the war 
having previously become known in 
Calcutta, no ships were going and 
the letter was not sent. I have 
since been intending to give you a 
long letter ; but must stil postpone 
the execution of my intentions. 

“ There are a few persons here, 
that seem truly devoted to God ; 
and one or two, who, I have some 


hope, may yet be useful in the 
Church.” 


Extract ofa Letter from Mr. Hail 
to the same. 


“ My last letter to you was dated 
Feb. 17, 1814.* We write to Dr. 
Worcester by the present oppor- 
tunity, and forward our journal to 
this date. Brother Newell, now 


* This letter has not come te 
hand. 
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with us, does the same. If these 
communications go safe, and also 
what we have before sent, you will 
know all about us. I fear how it 
will be. But these things are not 
guided by chance. We need your 
sravers 3 and it is no small comfort 
o believe that we enjoy them daily. 
Yours affectionately, &c.” 


Conclusion of a Letter from Mr. 
Newell to the same. 


‘ Ty the Board see fit to allow my 
accounts, they willbe squared up to 
the commencement of the present 
year 1814, and I shall hold, over 
and above, 913 sicca rupees,* which 
will be the amount of my salary for 
1814, wanting only 10 rupecs. 

“Before 1 received the last re- 
mittance, I had been obliged to draw 
on Dr. Carey, for a considerable 
sum, (which is now séttled,) and 
once 1 drew on the London Socie- 
ty’s agents at Madras, for 250 sicca 
rupees, which I have requested Dr. 
Carey to refund out of the sum 
which he holds for me. It is possi- 


~ble, however, that this bill may 


have gone to England, and may be 
charged to the rd on my ac- 
count. If so, the Board will consid- 
er that sum as paid to me over and 
above what they have remitted to 
me. While I was in Calcutta, I re- 
ceived a peoecee of 350 rupees, 
which enabled me to purchase a 
number of books that I wanted, but 
could not have ventured to get, had 
I not received this present. You 
will see my expenditure for books 
has ben 416 rupees. 

*¢ Since my great affliction in the 
Isle of France, of which you have 
no doubt heard, I have charged on- 


ly the salary of a sing'e missionary ; 


* At the present rate of exchange 
208 sicca rupees are equal to 100 
Spanish milled dollars. 





which I supposed would be a mat- 
ter of course, —— my ordina- 
ry expenses for the first year were 
really as great, as if I had had a 
family the whole time. 

* |] sincerely — that I have 
been obliged to hill up this letter 
with matters of business. I want 
tosay many things more on difler- 
ent subjects; but the time presses, 
as our packets must be closed in a 
few minutes. I to refer you to 
my journal, (which I transmit by 
this opportunity to Dr. Worcester,) 
fora particular occount of all the 
way, in which the Lord has led me 
since Icame to this land. I have 
written very few letters to any of 
my friends, since the commence- 
ment of the war, on account of the 
uncertainty of conveyance. In fu- 
ture I intend to write more. There 
will be another opportunity in afew 
weeks, by which I mean to write 
many letters. 

“In my journal, you will see a 
list of all my letters to and from 
America, since my Coming to this 
country. I have sent a copy of 
Mrs. Newell’s journal and letters, 
with an account of her sickness and 
death, to Mrs. Atwood, enclosed to 
Dr. Worcester, by the January fleet 
from Ceylon,* and shall send a du- 

licate by the next ships. As I 

ave had the whole of my journal 
to copy at this time, I shall not be 
able to write any letters ; but those 
which I shall send by the next ships 
may reach America as soon as this. 

“* With much love to Mrs. E. my 
dear brother and sister H. and all 
my friends whom you may see, I re- 
main, Gear Sir, 

Yours very truly, 


SAMUEL NEWELL.” 


* This copy came to hand in Sepi- 
tember last. The dufilicate has a'- 
so Been received, 





